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Abstract 
 
 
Background: The disparity in HIV infection levels between men and women especially in adolescent age 
groups where many more girls are infected than young males is a particular theme of growing concern in 
adolescents’ sexual behavior in Sub Saharan Africa. Cross-generational sexual relationships between older 
men and adolescent girls are likely explanation for this difference. Thus, information is needed to determine 
the magnitude & dynamics of cross-generational sexual relationship and whether there is unsafe sexual 
practice related to it. 
 
Objective & Methods: In an attempt to elicit information needed to determine the magnitude & dynamics 
of cross generational sexual relationships, a cross sectional descriptive study with element of internal 
comparison that examined age-gaps in sexual relationship of female students was conducted in preparatory 
schools of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia between March and April 2009. A multistage random sampling technique 
was employed to select a sample of 1296 female students. The data was collected using pre-tested & 
structured anonymous questionnaire and analyzed using SPSS statistical software and P-Value < 0.05 was 
taken as statistically significance. The study was also supplemented by qualitative information obtained from 
four Focus Group Discussions (FGD) involving 8 to 10 female students.  
 
Results: Of the calculated 1296 sample of female students, a total of 1276 study subjects completed the 
questionnaires making an overall response rate of 98.5%. The study revealed 27.7% sexual activity; out of 
which 19.4% [95% CI= (15.3%, 23.5%)] reported to have been engaged in cross-generational sex. Financial 
& material benefit and having fun & enjoyment were found to be the major motivations to engage in cross-
generational sex. Perceived family economic status of poor [OR=9.9; 95%CI= (3.79, 26.05)] & Family’s 
inability to fulfill basic needs [OR=6.53; 95%CI= (2.26, 18.87)], were found to have statistically significant 
association with cross-generational sex. Participation in school club and religious activity ([OR=0.20; 
95%CI= (0.08, 0.49)] and [OR=0.06; 95%CI= (0.02, 0.17)]) respectively were found to have significant but 
negative association with cross-generational sex. Openness of discussion on sexuality with family was also 
significant. Unsafe sexual practice and sexual coercion were significantly associated with cross-generational 
sex (P < 0.05 for both).  
 
Conclusion & Recommendations: In general, the study revealed that cross-generational sexual relationship 
is common and is associated with unsafe sexual practice which indicates an increased risk of HIV & STI 
among school girls than boys. Family-child communication on sexuality, encouragement of participation of 
youth in school clubs & religious activity during leisure hours, economic support for poor schoolgirls and 
their family and further research were recommended based on the study findings. 
 
 
Key words: Cross-generational/intergenerational sex, age gap in sexual relationship 
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1. Background 
 
1.1 Introduction 
 
Cross-generational sexual relationships have been in existence in the history of mankind. Across 
countries, societies and cultures in human history, such relationships have been of heterosexual or 
homosexual nature (1). 
 
In general, cross-generational sexual relationship refers to relationships between older men and 
younger women; although less commonly cross-generation relationships include older women and 
younger men. In many cultures, it is the norm for women to marry older men and this can be many 
years older for junior wives in polygamous marriages. Yet the UNAIDS General Population Survey 
and the Demographic and Health Survey AIDS module enquire about age-mixing in sexual 
relationships defined as women aged 15-24 who report sex in the last 12 months with a man ten 
years or more older than themselves and to whom they are not married or cohabiting (2).   
 
Studies from a number of countries in Sub-Saharan Africa indicate a range of reasons given for 
young women engaging in transactional and cross-generational sex. These vary from willingness to 
engage in a wanted relationship (“consent”) to coercion and violence; and from sex for survival to 
sex for upward economic mobility (3).   
 
1.2 Problem Statement 
 
Cross-generational sexual relationships are reportedly common. A comprehensive literature review 
of quantitative studies in sub-Saharan Africa has revealed that 12% to 25% of young women’s 
partners were 10 or more years older (4). A study in Kenya found that among men over age 30 who 
reported having non marital partners, 25% of them had a partner at least 10 years younger than 
themselves (5). Another study conducted in urban Botswana among public high school students 
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revealed that 23.4% of girls were in sexual relationships with older men during the time of the 
study (6). 
Several similar studies reveal significant interrelationships between cross-generational sex, unsafe 
behaviors, and HIV risk. Gender, age, and economic disparities increase risky sexual behavior and 
reduce a young woman’s ability to negotiate safer sexual behaviors. Many authors report that girls 
and young women are unable to negotiate condom use in cross-generational sexual relations. It is 
not surprising then that girls who become pregnant or present with induced abortions have much 
older partners on average (3). 
 
A qualitative study designed to understand the motivating factors of cross-generational sex in 
Ethiopia has revealed that it is widely practiced in the two major cities of Ethiopia namely Addis 
Ababa and Adama. The study has identified the major causes to be economic, psychological and 
cultural. Young women from poor families are forced to go into sex relation with older and rich 
men for benefit. In some cases families are trying to be silent and indirectly encourage their 
daughters to engage in such relations to assist them financially in return. Young women from 
middle class families are joining the business to receive expensive gifts from rich older men. Such 
women also have sex relations with men of their ages. The older men also have sex relations with 
their wives and more than this with several other young women.  The men that get involved in sex 
relation with young women include all sort of people, married, single, divorced, merchants, 
teachers, doctors, soldiers, government officials, executives of non governmental organizations and 
religious fathers. This is not a problem of a particular group of people. It looks that in the era of 
HIV/AIDS, Ethiopian men and women irrespective of age, profession, ethnicity, social status, are 
sexually chained with each other (7). 
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1.3 Rationale of the Study 
 
Studies has revealed that age-mixing in sexual relationships between older men and adolescent girls 
is one of the most important  explanation for higher rates of HIV infection in young girls than boys, 
as older men often have higher rates of HIV infection than adolescent boys. Relationships with 
these men sometimes referred to as “sugar daddies,” reportedly involve an exchange of money or 
gifts for sexual favors. These age and economic asymmetries—in addition to gender power 
differences—are believed to limit adolescent girls’ power to negotiate safe sexual behaviors (8). 
 
Girls involved with a sugar daddy risked sexually transmitted infections, and the consequences of 
unwanted pregnancy including complications or death from unsafe abortion. In this time of HIV 
and AIDS, feminization of the HIV epidemic, with young women 15-24 years in sub Saharan 
Africa three times more likely to be infected with HIV than young men of the same age, has 
renewed public health interest in cross-generational sex (2).  
 
Though Cross –generational sexual relationship is a contributor for higher HIV prevalence among 
young girls than male counterparts; unwanted pregnancy, abortion and violence, in many Sub 
Sahara African Countries including Ethiopia, there is little documented evidence of such 
relationship in Ethiopia. Even the available studies in this area are based on focus group 
discussions, which tend to capture general perceptions, local moral or normative beliefs, and 
sensational stories for the media, anecdotal evidence and often rumors, not truly individual 
experiences. Thus there is a need for comparable quantitative and qualitative research on different 
aspects including the prevalence of the practice in a range of settings, the motivating/protective 
factors of the practice; and the social contexts of different forms of such practice (1). Thus this 
study is aimed at filling such gaps. 
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The study focused on schoolgirls because most of girls aged 15-24 years are found in high schools 
and preparatory schools. However, high schoolgirls (grade 9 & 10) were not selected because they 
will be minor (likely to be less than 15 years) to provide their consent in order to include them in 
this study.  
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2. Literature Review 
 
Studies from several African countries have contributed to the understanding and dynamics of 
cross-generational sexual relationships (3).    
 
2.1 Prevalence  and Extent of Cross generational sexual Relationship 
 
Engaging in sexual relations with older partners is the norm for adolescent girls in Africa.  Girls 
have few partners who are of similar ages, and very few who are younger. A more useful measure 
is the proportion of girls’ partners who are older, which gives an indication of the prevalence of 
older partners. Proportions are reported in relative age differences and by exact ages of partners. 
Overall, substantial proportions of girls’ partners are six or more years older. A comprehensive 
review of studies conducted in sub Saharan Africa have found that 12 and 25 percent of girls’ most 
recent sexual partners are more than 10 years older, depending on the age group of girls (4). 
 
Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) have shed light on the prevalence of cross-generational 
sex outside of marriage in several African countries. The 2000-2001 Uganda DHS asked women 
ages 15 to 24 the age of their first sexual partner. The data showed that more than 70 percent of 
young women in Uganda first had sex with a partner who is three or more years older; 11 percent 
reported that their first sexual partner was 10 or more years older (3). 
The HIV/AIDS-related knowledge, attitudes, and behavior modules of the DHS provide interesting 
data on women ages 15-19 in six African countries — Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Nigeria, 
Ethiopia, and Tanzania — who had non-marital sex in the previous 12 months, and the percentage 
who had non-marital sex with a man at least 10 years older than themselves . The data range from a 
low in Malawi & Ethiopia, where less than one percent of women ages 15-17 have had sex with 
partners at least 10 years older, to a high of more than 21 percent in Nigerian women in this age 
group. When the data for women aged 18-19 are examined for cross-generational sex, the range is 
from two percent in Malawi to nearly eight percent in Ghana (3, 10). 
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The large difference between the prevalence of cross-generational sexual activities in Nigerian 
women ages 15-17 and those 18-19 years of age supports evidence from elsewhere that the younger 
the girl experiencing sex, the older her partner will be. Presumably by age 18, many of these young 
women have ceased the relationship with the much older partner and have taken a sexual partner 
closer to their own age (3). 
 Another study conducted in urban Botswana among public high school students revealed that 
23.3% of girls were in sexual relationships with older men during the time of the study (6).  
A qualitative study involving focus group discussions conducted in Ethiopia found that cross-
generational sex is widespread in both Addis Ababa and Adama/Nazareth and involves older men 
who are married with good reputations, successful in professions and trades, and younger women 
from low-income families and from middle-class families aspiring to a higher lifestyle (7). 
Another qualitative study conducted by SC USA using 191 in- and out- of- school adolescent girls 
aged 13-24 years in Ethiopia have found that girls from poorer families in a community consented 
cross generational sexual relation ship (13). 
 
2.2 Motivating Factors of Cross generational Sexual Relationship 
 
Why do girls engage in these activities? Is it to satisfy a range of security and economic needs or is 
it because they have no choice?  
One of the publications on the topic presented a conceptual framework that focused on power 
imbalances between partners. According to their framework, sex is negotiated within a wider socio-
cultural and economic context. The degree of risk for younger women depends on these power 
imbalances as well as the broader context in which sex occurs. Their framework suggests that 
adolescent girls in Sub-Saharan Africa are highly vulnerable to engaging in risky sexual behavior 
for three interrelated reasons: (1) sex can be exchanged for cash or material things; (2) older men 
prefer younger adolescent partners, who are perceived to be free from HIV infection; and (3) the 
decline of traditional societal structures has led to a decrease in family control over the behavior of 
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young people as well as a gap in young women’s knowledge of sexual and reproductive matters. 
When peers or other unreliable sources fill this knowledge gap, girls often get inaccurate or 
incomplete information about AIDS, unintended pregnancies, and how to protect themselves (4). 
 
Luke and Kurz suggested that even when girls or young women appear to be “willing” to engage in 
cross-generational sex, they really are vulnerable to exploitation due to their poverty. Moreover, 
even if these girls are not the poorest, they are drawn to the transactional nature of cross-
generational sex, receiving gifts, money, or the use of a cell phone in exchange for sex (4, 8). 
 
In recent years, Save the Children Federation, USA has advanced the discussion on cross-
generational sex by focusing on the rationale for girls entering into such relations and reframing it 
along a continuum of volition (willingness) (Figure 1). At one end of the continuum, girls 
voluntarily engage in relationships with older men “for emotional reasons” and, at the other end, 
sex occurs against the girls’ will. Between “voluntary sex” and “coerced sex” is “economically 
rational sex” which is based on various rationales, including material benefits, life maintenance, 
and survival. The girls may engage in sex because either directly or indirectly they see it as 
improving their social status. The various drivers for cross-generational sexual relationships along 
the continuum of volition suggest that not all young women can be depicted as vulnerable or 
passive in such relationships. However, all cross-generational sexual relations are inherently risky 
for young women because of the imbalance in power and their lack of control in making decisions 
(13).  
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Figure 1: Framework of Reasons/Drivers for cross generational Sexual Activity along a 
continuum of volition 
 
 
 
Source:  Weismann A. & et al., from “Cross-Generational Relationships: Using a ‘Continuum of Volition’ in 
HIV Prevention Work among Young People,” 2006. Courtesy of Save the Children USA 
 
A PSI study done in Kenya has revealed what motivates young girls to engage into cross 
generational sexual relation ship. Young women participants of the study identified financial gain 
as the biggest incentive to have relationships with older men. Young women actively seek partners 
who are willing to spend money on them and often initiate relationships with older men. Peer 
pressure to “fit in” and family pressure to obtain financial support can compel women to engage in 
these relationships. Women also mentioned emotional motivations (5). 
 
A qualitative study on cross generational sex conducted in Ethiopia identified the main causes of 
cross generational sex to be economic, psychological and cultural. According to the study finding, 
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the economic factor that underpins cross generational sex has two main features. The first is for 
survival of basic economic needs where young women practice sex with older men as a quick way 
of generating income. They seek financial and other material support to cope with their basic needs. 
Such women also would like to supplement the meager income of their family. Such women find 
sex with older men as a quick way to earn money and other needs that such older men give them in 
the form of gifts. These women come from poor families. The other feature is higher life style 
aspirations. There are young women that aspire for a better quality life style. Such women aspire to 
wear expensive clothes, ornaments, use expensive cosmetics and like to recreate themselves in 
expensive hotels and recreation areas. To meet these needs such women find it easy to attract older 
and rich men. This group of women includes both young women from poor and middle class 
families. This group sees sex with rich and older men as an opportunity for business and earning 
more (7). 
 
The study has also revealed that the cross generational sexual practice is more than an economic 
factor. In fact, the most underpinning factors are more psychological in nature especially on the 
side of men and to some extent younger women, too. The study has shown that older men are 
desperate for making sex with younger women for a number of psychologically driven reasons like 
avoiding of old age, redressing of perceived missed sexual opportunity, test of sexual potency, 
perception that young women are free of STIs & HIV. Older men in the study think that sex with 
younger women would help them fight old age. They aspire youth age and would like to feel young 
by proxy. Thus, they seek for lovers who are very young women. Men also think that they really 
missed sex opportunities in their youth life. This happened either they did not get the opportunity to 
enjoy their sexual life in their youth and /or did not see the sex motivating realities currently 
prevailing: sex related films, beautiful women exhibiting their power of sex and sexuality, money 
and good facilities. They want to redress for those missed opportunities by making sex with young 
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girls and practice all sex related things that currently prevail as exhibited in pornographic films. 
The other perception of older men is that they think sex with younger women is safe from sexually 
transmitted diseases especially HIV/AIDS because such men expect such women to be fresh and 
with no sex experience with other men. Even if they are not virgins they think different men did not 
use them and still think sex with such women is safe from sexually transmitted diseases (7).  
 
Cultural factors are also cited in the study as one of the motivating factors. According to the study 
Ethiopian societies are not open on matters related to sex and sexuality. The fact that sex is a taboo 
discouraged both men and women to have a clear knowledge of their sex and sexuality and how to 
use it in a safe and healthy way. Both men and women hardly know about the seriousness of the 
risks associates with sex of cross generational nature (7). 
 
2.3 Unsafe Sexual Practice Associated with Cross generational Sexual Relationship 
 
Studies have found statistical evidence of a relationship between unsafe sexual behaviors, increased 
HIV infection, and age asymmetries. Larger age differences between partners significantly increase 
adolescent girls’ risk of HIV infection. Unsafe behaviors - including non-use of condoms and non-
discussion of HIV with a partner - are significantly linked to larger age differences between sexual 
partners. One study also finds a significant association between receiving large amounts of money 
or expensive gifts and the non-use of condoms (4). 
 
There is very little doubt that cross-generational sexual relations involve large disparities in 
economic status, knowledge, sexual experience and power over decision making regarding practice 
of safer sexual behaviors. Older, sexually experienced men are frequently willing to give extra 
financial and material rewards for sex without use of condoms although evidence from Kenya 
suggests that the same men practice safer behaviors in partnerships that do not include both age and 
economic asymmetries. Younger girls, disadvantaged by prevailing views of gender roles and 
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behaviors, by lower economic power and less education, believe they will lose their older male 
sexual partner if they ask for safer sex (3). 
 
A study of women’s motivation for entering into cross generational sex revealed that even though 
young women recognize the risk of cross generational partners, they are often unable to negotiate 
condom use with their older, more dominant partners who often insist on not to wear condom. 
Some females explained that older men sometimes accuse younger partners of not trusting them 
and threaten to abandon the relationship if they insist on using condoms. Rather than lose the 
benefit of these relationships, most women give in to the demands of their older partners (5). 
 
According to a research done by Miz- Hassab Research center in Ethiopia, cross generational sex 
exhibits a complex network of sexual related relations. Young women that make relations with 
older men also make relations with young men of their age. The younger man is for love and the 
older man for benefits. The older man also makes sexual relations with different young women 
.The young woman moves from one older man to the other so long as she sees better opportunities 
in the new one. Such older men are also married in most cases and have sexual relations with their 
wives (7). 
 
Both young women and older women do not assess the risk of such relations in terms of STD, 
HIV/AIDS and unwanted pregnancy. Most of the time sex is done without condom. It has been 
reported that many young women and older men died of HIV/AIDS and many women have been 
exposed to unwanted pregnancy and abortion related complications. The study shows that the 
actors both young women and older men are more attracted to the benefits and sex and hardly 
worry of the risks. The consequences of such experiences for most women are ending up as 
prostitutes, street girls, some get addicted to alcoholic drinks and other drugs, some commit suicide 
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and some die due to HIV/AIDS. The other consequence of such a relation is that the family 
institution gets weakened. Family love declines leading to family breakdown, children being forced 
to live in the streets adding momentum to cross generational sex practices. The practice of cross 
generational sex has a negative effect and seriously undermines the rights of women in general and 
young women in particular. The practice has chained all sectors of the society in sexual network. It 
has created an environment favorable for spread of HIV/AIDS and STIs (7). 
 
However there are little or no data on the prevalence of this practice, not only because no 
quantitative survey has been designed with the aim of measuring and analyzing it with the practices 
and behaviors it entails, but also because the few existing studies lack methodological foundations 
that can lead to testable hypotheses. Thus its extent with respect to sexual behaviors deserves a 
review and update (1). 
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3. Objective 
 
General Objective  
 To assess prevalence of cross-generational sex, motivating factors and associated 
unsafe sexual practice among preparatory school female students in Addis Ababa 
 
        Specific objectives 
 To asses the magnitude of cross generational sexual relationship among female 
students in preparatory schools in Addis Ababa 
 To assess the motivating factors of cross-generational sexual relationship 
 To assess unsafe sexual practice associated with cross generational sexual 
relationship 
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4. Study Methodology 
 
4.1 Study Design 
 
The study entailed cross sectional quantitative method and supplemented by qualitative method 
involving focus group discussions.  
 
4.2 Study Area & Period 
 
The study was conducted in Addis Ababa, the seat of the Federal Government of Ethiopia between 
March and April 2009. According to the latest information from the City Education Bureau, there 
are 123 secondary schools in the city out of which 41 of them are preparatory schools. Ten of these 
preparatory schools are owned by the government, 12 by private, one by public and the rest are 
owned by missionaries(8),foreign community (3),NGO(4),church(2) and mosque(1). There were a 
total of 60,481 (of which 31,490 are females) students enrolled in all preparatory schools in the 
city. Students of government, private and community schools account for 26,092 out of which 
11,642 are females (15). 
  
4.3 Study Population  
 
The study populations are sexually active female students. To recruit sexually active female 
students, all preparatory school female students of grade 11th and 12th from private, government and 
public schools enrolled in the year 2008/2009 in Addis Ababa were taken as source population 
considering percentage of sexual activity among students.  
 
4.4 Inclusion & Exclusion Criteria 
 
All preparatory schools in Addis Ababa governed under the education policy of the country, 
primarily established for Ethiopian students were included in the study. Missionary, boarding, 
foreign community, religious and other types of schools established for special groups of students 
were excluded from the study as students from these schools might have different behavior which 
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could affect the study variables. Considering these criteria, government, private and local 
community schools were included in the study. 
4.5 Sampling Technique 
 
For the cross sectional study 
 
 
Based on the inclusion/exclusion criteria, twenty three (10 government, 12 private and 1 public) 
schools were identified under six sub-cities (based on their location).To get the number of schools 
that were required to be included in the sample, the total number of female students in the 23 
preparatory schools (which was 11,642) was divided by the total sample size which is 1296. Thus it 
was possible to get the number of schools that needs to be included in the sample, which were 9. 
 
In order to select a fairly representative sample of female students, a multistage random sampling 
technique was utilized. At first stage, schools were selected at random based on the proportionate 
number of schools located in each sub city. Then proportionate sample was allocated for each 
selected school based on the proportionate number of students in that school. Again proportionate 
sample size was allocated for each grade level (grade 11 & 12) in each selected school. At final 
stage, sections were selected at random from each grade level and then students from the selected 
sections were included in the study. 
  
For selection of FGD participants 
 
 
To include students who have better information about the majority of their peers and who could 
explain their experience, FGD participants were purposefully selected by school unit leaders and 
guidance counselors. Accordingly four FGDs were conducted involving female students of 8-10 in 
each group from each grade level. 
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4.6  Sample Size 
 
 
To determine the sample size for the cross-sectional survey, the following assumptions were taken 
into account. Because the prevalence of cross generational sexual relationship is not known and 
50% is too high in local context, 23.3 % prevalence was taken from a similar study undertaken in 
urban Botswana to explore the prevalence and dynamics of cross-generational sexual relationships 
among high school female students (3, 6).  
 
Using the single population proportion formula    
                                                                                      
 
 
Where, p= prevalence of cross generational sexual relation ship = 23.3 %,  
            n= required sample size,  
           d = margin of error = 5 %,  
           Level of confidence = 95 %, Zα/2 = 1.96 
Based on this formula a sample size of 275 sexually active female students were needed. To get 
275 sexually active students, the proportion of students who are sexually active was considered in 
calculating the total sample size. Studies done among high school students in Addis Ababa 
indicated that between 20 and 50 percent of young people are sexually active (12, 16, 17). 
Accordingly, taking the expected average frequency of 35 % sexual activity gave a final sample of 
786. By multiplying the obtained sample size by a design effect of 1.5 for the multistage nature of 
sampling, a sample size of 1179 was required. Allowing 10% for possible non-response rate, a final 
sample size of 1296 female students were employed in the study. 
 
 
4.7    Data Collection Technique 
  
A structured anonymous closed and open-ended questionnaire was developed through reviewing 
literatures, revising questionnaires developed for similar study and adapting it to the objectives of 
the present study to collect quantitative data. The questionnaire was designed in English and was 
n = Z2α/2 P (1-P), 
d2 
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translated to Amharic. Then different persons with a good background in both languages translated 
the Amharic version back to English. The questionnaire was pre-tested in schools which later were 
not included in the survey to ensure understandability. At the end of the pre-test, issues of clarity, 
skipping pattern, sensitivity of the question and the relevance of the study were discussed with the 
participants.  All the points and comments of the pre-test were considered and necessary changes 
were made to make the questions appropriate and understandable. A self-administered anonymous 
questionnaire was preferred for this kind of survey dealing with sensitive issues to minimize social 
desirability bias and interviewer distortion that often limit the use of face-to-face interviews. 
In a setting where talking about sexuality is a taboo, soliciting information about adolescent 
sexuality and cross-generational sex (which has strong social disapproval) using quantitative 
method can be difficult. Taking this important point into consideration, a revised from previous 
similar studies, translated into local language & pre-tested focus group discussion guide was 
prepared to elicit the necessary information.  
To further facilitate data collection, two supervisors were recruited and trained intensively for two 
days both before and after the pre-test of the instrument. The principal investigator served as 
overall coordinator of the survey and handled all administrative and logistics issues.  
Supervisors’ responsibilities were to properly arrange seat of respondents in the room, distribute the 
questionnaire, read the objectives of the study from the provided guide, and give the necessary 
instruction and explanations on how to respond to the questionnaire. While students were filling the 
questionnaire, supervisors maintained silence, assisting respondents in case they had questions. As 
it was explained to the respondents once they had given their consent to participate, returning the 
completed questionnaire and leaving the room until all had finished were not allowed. Respondents 
were politely asked to put the filled questionnaire under a table by themselves on their way out to 
confirm confidentiality of their responses. School halls & libraries where halls were not available 
were used for simultaneous filling of the questionnaire by all respondents of a school so as to avoid 
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contamination of information. With the arrangement made with the school authorities the survey 
was conducted in the last period of the morning classes to get ample time.  
With respect to qualitative aspect of data collection, the principal investigator moderated all the 
four focus group discussions and a trained research assistant took note and tape recording of all 
discussions.  
 
4.8 Operational Definitions 
 
Sexual relationship: a female student who report that she had had love affair with a man but not 
necessarily had made penetrative sex. It also includes those schoolgirls that have made penetrative 
sex with a man.  
Cross-generational sexual relationship: a female student who report that she experienced a sexual 
relationship with a man ten years or older than herself and to whom she is not married or cohabiting 
(1-3, 5).  
Cross-generational sex: a female student who report that she has made penetrative sex with a man 
ten years or older than herself and to whom she is not married or cohabiting (1-3, 5). 
Unsafe sexual practice associated with cross-generational sexual relationship: a female student 
who report having had sex with a man ten years or older than herself and who report non-consistent 
condom use (3, 45). 
Coerced sex (Sexual coercion): a female student who report sex against her will (19, 44). 
Older men: Unless specified it means sexual partners of schoolgirls who are 10 or more years 
older than girl’s age. 
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4.9 Measurement variables 
Independent Variables:  
• Socio-demographic factors (age, marital status, living arrangement, perceived family 
economic status, and families’ ability to fulfill basic need, parental educational status) 
• Source of information on sexuality 
• Students’ views towards age gap in sexual relations 
• Parent-child communication on sexuality 
• Student leisure activities 
• Peer influences 
• Emotional factors (love, higher life aspiration, and need for enjoyment) 
Dependent Variables: 
• Cross-generational sex 
•  Unsafe sexual practice 
 
4.10 Data Management and Analysis 
 
Quantitative data  
After collection of data the responses were coded and entered into a computer using EPI Info 
version-6 statistical programs. Data were cleaned accordingly and then exported to SPSS version 
15.0 for further analysis. Summary tables, graphs and charts were used for descriptive purpose. Bi-
variate analyses were carried out to examine the relationship between the outcome variables and 
selected explanatory factors. 
Chi-squared tests were used as appropriate to select associated independent variables for multiple 
logistic regressions. Multiple logistics regression was used to uncover statistically significant 
associations between explanatory variables and out come variable. Statistical significance was 
considered at P-value less than 0.05.  
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Qualitative data  
Four FGDs each comprised of 8-10 female students were done to augment the quantitative part of 
the study. Tape recording was transcribed & notes of all focus group discussions were reorganized 
according to predetermined themes and translated into English. Then the group reflections were 
summarized while demonstrative quotes were selected and presented as they were forwarded.  
4.11 Data Quality Assurance 
 
All the collected data sheets were thoroughly examined every day at the end of data collection 
session by the principal investigator to ensure their compatibility with the inclusion criteria. The 
data were cleaned just preceded by entry. After data entry was finished, 10% of the responses were 
randomly selected and checked for consistency of data entry. Then printed frequencies were used to 
check for outliers and clean data. 
 
4.12 Ethical Consideration 
 
To conduct the study, ethical approval was secured from RPO (Research & Publication Office) of 
University of Gondar and Addis Continental Institute of Public Health. The Addis Ababa City 
Government Education Bureau expressed their willingness and wrote letter of support for each 
school included in the sample. The school directors, guidance counselors and unit leaders also had 
supported the study. During data collection process, study participant were informed about the 
purpose of the research project and their full right to refuse, withdraw or completely reject part or 
all of their involvement in the study. Confidentiality was also ensured through making the 
questionnaire anonymous. Verbal informed consent to participate or not to participate was also 
obtained from study participants before they gave information.  
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5. Quantitative Study Results 
5.1 Socio-demographic characteristics of the study population 
 
Of the calculated 1296 sample of female secondary school students, 1287 completed the self-
administered questionnaire while 9 (0.7%) refused to participate in the study. Of these completed 
questionnaires, 11(0.8%) responded inconsistently and were excluded from the analysis. Hence 
analysis was made based on the 1276 completed questionnaires making an overall response rate of 
98.5%. 
The age of respondents ranged between 15 and 22 years with mean age of 18 years. The majority 
(1225, 96%) were in the age group of 15 to 19 years and the remaining 51(4%) were in the age 
range of 20 to 24 years. The great majority (1270, 99.5%) have never married while only few (6, 
0.5%) have been engaged in marriage during the time of survey. Nearly two thirds (835, 65.4%) of 
the respondents were followers of Orthodox Christian followed in descending order by protestant 
(212, 16.6%), Muslim (205, 16.1%) and catholic (16, 1.3%). 
Ethnic wise, Amhara, Oromo, Tigre and Gurage respectively accounts for 498(39.2%), 
387(30.4%), 161(12.7%) and 138 (10.8%).While the rest 92 (7.1%) reported other. More than half 
(757, 59.3%) of study subjects were in grade 11 and the rest 519 (40.7%) were in grade 12. With 
regard to living arrangement, majority (917, 71.9%) of the students live with both parents, 
182(14.2%) with single parent and the rest 177(13.9%) live with people other than their parents.  
 
Three-forth (1057, 82.8%) of female students perceive their family economic status as medium, 
171(13.4%) as poor and only a small (48, 3.8%) perceived as rich. Majority (1107, 86.8%) 
responded that their family income could fulfill their basic needs like food, uniform and school 
materials in contrast to 169 (13.2%) who reported that it is not enough to do so. 
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Discussing sexual matter with family/guardian was reported to be easy for three-quarter (976, 
76.5%) while it is difficult for a quarter (300, 23.5%) of study subjects. 
In respect to parental educational status, at least secondary educational level accounts for majority 
(65%) of paternal education. However, less than half (47.2%) of respondents had reported at least 
secondary maternal education level.  
Mothers were source of information related to sexual matters for three quarter (979, 76.8%) of 
respondents. Similarly friends, books, sister and media were the source of sexual information 
respectively for 920 (72.2%), 867 (68%), 566(44.4%), and 517(40.5%) of study subjects. Father 
was reported as source of sexual information for the least (76, 6%) of school girls in the study. 
The three most leisure activities practiced by female students in the study were movies (31.8%), 
school clubs (21.6%) and religious activities (18.1%). 
Quite majority (1176, 92.2%) of respondents reported that they never drink alcohol while 100 
(7.8%) reported that they drink occasionally. A few (58, 4.9%) of the study participants reported 
occasional smoking of cigarette.  
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Table 1: Socio-demographic characteristics of female preparatory school students in Addis 
Ababa, April 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Characteristics n 
1276 
% 
 
Age group   
15 -19 years 1225 96 
20 - 24 years  51 4 
   
Marital status   
Never Married 1270 99.5 
Married 6   0.5 
   
Religion   
Orthodox Christian 835 65.4 
Muslim 205 16.1 
Protestant 212 16.6 
Catholic 16   1.3 
Other 8   0.6 
   
Ethnicity   
Amhara 498 39.2 
Oromo 387 30.4 
Tigre 161 12.7 
Gurage 138 10.8 
Other 92   7.1 
   
Grade level   
11th 757 59.3 
12th 519 40.7 
   
Live with 917 71.9 
Both Parents 182 14.2 
Single Parent 177 13.9 
Other   
   
Perceived family economy   
Poor 171 13.4 
Medium 1057 82.8 
Rich 48 3.8 
   
Family’s ability to fulfill basic need   
Yes 1107 86.8 
No 169 13.2 
   
Discussing sexual matters with family   
Easy 976 76.5 
Difficult 300 23.5 
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Table 2: Parental Educational Level of female preparatory school students in Addis 
Ababa, April 2009. 
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Figure 2: Source of information on sexuality for preparatory schoolgirls, Addis Ababa, April 
2009. 
 
N.B: Percentage adds up more than 100% because multiple responses were possible for the variable. 
 
Parental education level n 
 
% 
 
Paternal education level n=1269  
Illiterate 156 12.2 
Read & Write 142 11.2 
Elementary School Level 147 11.6 
Secondary School Level 261 20.6 
Training After Secondary School 290 22.9 
Tertiary Level 273 21.5 
   
Maternal education level n=1273  
Illiterate 142 11.1 
Read & Write 202 15.9 
Elementary School Level 328 25.8 
Secondary School Level 362 28.4 
Training After Secondary School 137 10.8 
Tertiary Level 102 8.0 
N.B : n varies because of missing values   
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5.2 General Views of the study population towards age gap in sexual relationships 
 
Study subjects were asked about their views towards age gap in sexual relationships. Majority (918, 
72%) agreed to the general proposition that men should always be older than women counterpart in 
sexual relationships. About 246 (14.3%) of these respondents reported that ‘older men have better 
income’ as a reason why men should always be older in sexual relationships. Study subjects were 
also inquired the preferred age of sexual partner. More than half (714,56.1%) preferred their men 
sexual partner to be 1 to 5 years older than their age, a fifth (279,21.9%) to be 6 to 10 years older, 
190 (14.9%) to be of the same age as their own and 83 (6.5%) preferred their sexual partner to be 
10 years or more older than their age. Less than 1% preferred to be less than their age. 
 
Study subjects were assessed about their views towards the decision in relation to sexual matters 
between sexual partners. Majority (1186, 93.2%) reported that both men and women should have 
an equal decision on sexual relationships. A few (5.3%) of the study participants reported that 
sexual relationships should be decided mainly by women and very few (1.5%) said the decision 
should be mainly by men.  
Female students were also requested to respond to questions that asked about their views towards 
the age of sexual partner in reference to their age that they consider easier to negotiate on safer 
sexual practice. Two-third (855, 67%) and 291(22.8%) of study participants respectively responded 
that sexual partner age of 1 to 10 years older than their age and sexual partner age of less or equals 
to their own age will be easier to negotiate on safer sexual practice. However 10.2% responded that 
it will be easier to negotiate on safer sexual practice if the sexual partner age is 10 or more years 
older than their own age. To assess the study participants’ view towards the relationship of age gap 
in sexual relations and risk of STI or HIV, they were asked about the age they consider risky for 
STI/HIV. Three-quarter (991, 77.7%) of study participants consider men sexual partner age of 10 
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years or older than woman’s age will be risky for STI/HIV. The rest 285(22.3%) do not consider 
men’s sexual partner age of 10 years or older than woman’s age as a risk for STI/HIV. 
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Table 3: General views towards age gap in sexual relationship of female preparatory school 
students in Addis Ababa, April 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Views of study subjects n % 
 
Men should always be older n=1276  
Agreed 918 72.0 
Disagreed 309 24.2 
Don’t know 49 3.8 
   
Preferred age of sexual partner n=1274  
Less than woman’s age 8 0.6 
Same as woman’s age 190 14.9 
1- 5 years older 714 56.1 
6 - 10 years older 279 21.9 
>= 10 years old 83 6.5 
   
Who should decide in sexual relationships n=1273  
Mainly men 20 1.5 
Mainly women 67 5.3 
Both equally 1186 93.2 
   
Sexual partner age easier to negotiate safer sex n=1276  
Less or equals to woman's age 291 22.8 
1 to 10 years older than woman's age 855 67.0 
>= 10 Years older than woman's age 130 10.2 
N.B n varies because of missing values   
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5.3 Sexual Activity of study population 
 
Out of 1276 study participants who responded about their sexual experience, 495(38.8%) of them 
have regular sexual partner. Age of the regular sexual partner ranged between 16 and 32 years with 
mean age of 22 years. Of all the study subjects, 354 (27.7%; 95% CI = 25.2%, 30.2%) have had 
sexual intercourse (of which only 6 (1.7%) were married). Age at sexual debut ranged between 13 
and 22 with mean age of 17 years. Similar to mean age, the median age at sexual debut was found 
to be 17 years. Out of  sexually active study subjects who responded to the question inquiring the 
age at sexual debut, more than half (197, 56.3%) had had their first sexual intercourse before the 
age of 18 years.  
The number of sexual partners in the past year among all the study participants ranged from none to 
a maximum of five. Majority (787, 61.7%) have none, 372 (29.1%) have single and 117(9.2%) 
have two or more sexual partners in the past one year. 
The 354 sexually active participants were assessed for unsafe sexual activity using certain 
indicators of unsafe sexual practice. Nearly two-third (61.1%) of study participants reported 
consistent condom use. However 136 (38.9%) have not used condom consistently. 
Sexually active study participants were also asked if they have ever used contraceptive other than 
condom, if ever been pregnant and if so outcome of the pregnancy. Only 75 (21.4%) among 
sexually active students have ever used contraceptive other than condom. 
Of sexually active student participants who responded to a question that asked whether they have 
been pregnant or not, 29 (8.3%) admitted for ever had been pregnant. Out of these majority (26, 
89.7%) ended up in abortion, while the rest 2(6.9%) gave live birth. 
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Table 4: Sexual Activity of female preparatory school students in Addis 
Ababa, April 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sexual characteristics n 
 
% 
 
Have sexual partner n=1276  
Yes 495 38.8 
No 781 61.2 
   
Number of sexual partner n=489  
One 372 76.1 
Two or more 117 23.9 
   
Ever had sex n=1276  
Yes 354 27.7 
No 922 72.3 
   
Age at sexual debut n= 350  
<18 years (Early) 197 56.3 
>=18 years 153 43.7 
   
Have older sexual partner n=495  
Yes  72 14.5 
No 423 85.5 
   
Involved in cross generational sex n= 350  
Yes  68 19.4 
No 282 80.6 
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5.4 Cross-generational sexual relationship, reasons for cross-generational sex and unsafe 
sexual activity of study population 
 
In order to assess how common cross-generational sexual relationships are occurring in the study 
subjects, all students were asked about their personal and peer experiences. Out of 1276 study 
subjects, 434 (34%) reported that they were approached by older men in one way or other for 
sexual relationship. Furthermore, more than half (687, 53.8%) of school girls in the study have 
female friends who go out for sex with a man aged ten or more years older than the girls’ age. Out 
of 354 sexually active school girls, 69 (19.5%) have had sexual partner aged 10 or more years older 
than their age. Of  sexually active study participants who responded to a question that inquired 
whether they ever had sex with a non-cohabiting man aged 10 or more years older than their age, 
68 (19.4%; 95% CI=15.3%,23.5%) admitted that they were engaged in cross-generational sex. The 
age of these older men ranged between 28 and 50 years with mean age of 34 years. More than half 
(41, 56.9%) of these older men were 35 years and older. Nearly half (35, 48.6%) of school girls 
who were engaged in cross-generational sex do not know the marital status of older men, while 
21(29.2%) and 13(18.1%) of the respondents reported the marital status of the older men as single 
and married respectively.  
 
Study participants who were engaged in cross-generational sex were inquired why they were 
motivated to have relationship and make sex with older men. The motivation to get money & other 
gifts is reported by almost all (65, 91.5%) of the respondents. Moreover, to have fun & enjoyment 
as a reason was reported by 43 (63.2%), pressure by a friend by 21 (30.9%), motivation to get 
married by 6(8.8%) and motivation to get good school result by 5 (7.4%) of respondents. Only 3 
(4.4%) reported love as the reason for engaging in cross-generational sexual relationships 
(percentage add up more than 100% because of multiple responses for single question).None of the 
respondents reported they have the desire. 
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School girls in the study who reported to have had sex with older men were also assessed for their 
experience of safer sexual practice in their relationship. Only 8 (8.8%) reported that they discuss 
safer sexual practice with older men. Furthermore, 65(95.6%) of those who have an experience of 
cross-generational sex reported that they were coerced to have sex by their older sexual partner. 
Of the 68 schoolgirls who were involved in cross-generational sex, only 10(15%) had always used 
condom. Twenty six (38.2%) of the respondents had ever used contraceptive method other than 
condom. These schoolgirls were also assed for ever been pregnant, and if so for its outcome. A 
quarter (17, 25%) of them has admitted that they have ever been pregnant at least once out of which 
majority (15, 88%) ended up in abortion. 
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Figure 3: Percentage of preparatory schoolgirls who reported to have been approached by 
older men for sexual relations, Addis Ababa, April 2009. 
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Figure 4: Age of older sexual partners of preparatory schoolgirls who were engaged in cross-
generational sexual relationship, Addis Ababa, April 2009. 
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Figure 5: Marital status of older sexual partners of preparatory schoolgirls who engaged in cross-
generational sex, Addis Ababa, April 2009. 
 
Cross-generational Sexual Relationship Among Preparatory School Female Students in Addis Ababa 
 
33 
4.4 0.0
8.8
95.6
30.9
63.2
95.6
7.4 4.4
0.0
20.0
40.0
60.0
80.0
100.0
120.0
Fa
ll in
 lo
ve
Ha
ve
 de
sir
e
Wa
nte
d t
o m
arr
y
Co
erc
ed
 by
 th
e o
lde
r m
an
Pr
es
su
re 
fro
m 
 pe
ers
To
 ha
ve
 fu
n &
/or
 en
joy
me
nt
To
o g
et 
mo
ne
y &
 ot
he
r g
ifts
To
 ge
t g
oo
d s
ch
oo
l m
ark
s
Ot
he
r
Reason for engaging in cross-generational sex
Pe
rc
en
ta
ge
 
Figure 6: Reasons to engage in cross-generational sex as reported by preparatory schoolgirls who 
engaged in cross-generational sex, Addis Ababa, April 2009. 
N.B: Percentage adds up more than 100% because multiple responses were possible for the variable. 
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Figure 7: Consistent condom use rate of students as reported by preparatory schoolgirls who 
engaged in cross-generational sex, Addis Ababa, April 2009. 
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Figure 8: Response of students for ever had been pregnant as reported by preparatory schoolgirls 
who engaged in cross-generational sex, Addis Ababa, April 2009. 
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5.5 Association of cross-generational sex and selected socio-demographic and other 
characteristics of study population 
 
Controlling for possible confounding effects of different covariates using multiple logistic 
regression, an association was made between cross-generational sex and socio-demographic and 
other variables reported by the study subjects. Accordingly age group, perceived family economic 
status, student’s encouragement to discuss sexual matters with family, family’s ability to fulfill 
basic needs and student’s leisure activity were found to have statistically significant association 
with cross-generational sex. Moreover, student’s views towards age gap in sexual relationships 
were also found to be statistically significant.  
 
More female students aged 20 - 24 were likely to have engaged in cross-generational sex than those 
aged 15 -19 years [OR=6.79; 95%CI = (1.27, 36.09)]. Similarly, more students who reported their 
family economic status as poor have odds of being engaged in cross-generational sex than those 
who reported their family economic status as medium [OR=9.90; 95%CI = (3.79, 26.05)]. The odds 
of reporting being engaged in cross-generational sex for students who reported that their family is 
not able to fulfill their basic need is six times more than those who reported their family are able to 
fulfill their basic need  [OR=6.53; 95%CI = (2.26, 18.87)]. Female students who find it difficult to 
discuss sexual issues with their family have higher odds of engaging in cross-generational sex than 
those who find it easy [OR=138.2; 95%CI = (17.0, 520.8)] 
Involvement in school clubs and religious activities during leisure hours of students seem to have 
protection role against cross-generational sex (6.4% who engaged in cross-generational sex and 
who do involve in school club versus 23.9% who engaged in cross-generational sex and who do not 
involve in school clubs [OR=0.20; 95%CI = (0.08, 0.49)]; and only 3.2% who engaged in cross-
generational sex and who involve in religious activities [OR=0.06; 95%CI = (0.02, 0.17)] versus 
32.1% who involve in cross-generational sex but not involving in religious activity. 
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Female students who agreed to the general preposition that men sexual partners should always be 
older were more likely to have been engaged in cross-generational sex than those who disagreed 
[OR=2.47; 95%CI = (1.23, 4.97)]. Respondents who reported preferred age of sexual partner 10 or 
more years older than girl’s age are more likely to have engaged in cross-generational sex  
[OR=9.64; 95%CI = (4.98, 18.67)]. 
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Table 5:  Association of cross-generational sex and selected socio-demographic, personal 
views and other characteristics of female preparatory school students in Addis Ababa, April 
2009 
* indicates statistical significance 
r indicates reference category 
Involved in cross-
generational sex 
 
Variables 
Yes 
Number 
(%) 
No 
Number 
(%) COR(95%CI) AOR(95%CI) 
Age group     
20 -24 years 9(40.9) 13(59.1) 3.24(1.22,7.95)* 6.79 
(1.27,36.09)* 
15 -19 years(r) 59(17.8) 272(82.2) 1.00 1.00 
     
Perceived family economic 
status   
  
Poor 55(59.1) 38(40.9) 27.5(13.1,58.7)* 9.9 (3.79,26.05)* 
Medium(r) 13(5) 247(95) 1.00 1.00 
     
Family’s ability to fulfill basic 
need   
  
No 61(46.2) 71(53.8) 26.7(10.94,66.02)* 6.53(2.26,18.87)* 
Yes(r) 7(3.2) 214(96.8) 1.00 1.00 
     
Ease to discuss sexual issues with 
family   
  
Difficult 67(41.1) 96(58.9) 62.11(9.03,122.5)* 138.2(17,542.8)* 
Easy(r) 1(0.5) 189(99.5) 1.00 1.00 
     
Leisure activity in school club     
Yes 6(6.4) 88(93.6) 0.22(0.08,0.55)* 0.20(0.08,0.49)* 
No(r) 62(23.9) 197(76.1) 1.00 1.00 
     
Leisure activity in religious 
activity   
  
Yes 5(3.2) 152(96.8) 0.07(0.02,0.19)* 0.06(0.02,0.17)* 
No(r) 63(32.1) 133(67.9) 1.00 1.00 
     
Men sexual partners should 
always be older   
  
Agree 55(26.8) 150(73.2) 3.81(1.99,7.28)* 2.47(1.23,4.97)* 
Disagree(r) 13(8.8) 135(91.2) 1.00 1.00 
     
Preferred age of sexual partner     
>= 10 years older than girls age 34(60.7) 22(39.3) 11.95(5.99,24.02)* 9.64(4.98,18.67)* 
<=10 years older than girls age(r) 34(11.4) 263(88.6) 1.00 1.00 
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5.6 Association of cross-generational sex and reasons to engage into it as reported by study 
population 
 
 Sexual coercion, to have fun and enjoyment and to get money and other gifts were significantly 
associated reasons of cross-generational sex as cited by study participants who were engaged in 
cross-generational sex. However to get marriage, peer pressure and to get good school mark were 
not significant (Table 6). 
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Table 6: Association of cross-generational sex and reasons to engage into it as cited by female 
preparatory school students in Addis Ababa, April 2009 
 
* indicates statistical significance 
r indicates reference category 
 
 
Involved in cross-generational sex 
 
Variables 
Yes 
Number (%) 
No 
Number (%) COR(95%CI) 
Fall in love    
Yes 3(1.3) 231(98.7) 0.13(0.01,1.75) 
No(r)  65(56.0) 51(44.0) 1.00 
    
To get married    
Yes 6(42.9) 8(57.1) 3.31(0.98,11.01) 
No(r) 62(19.4) 274(80.6) 1.00 
    
Coerced     
Yes 65(40.6) 95(59.4) 6.67(1.79,24.85)* 
No(r) 3(1.6) 187(98.4) 1.00 
    
Peer Pressure    
Yes 21(19.3) 88(80.7) 0.63(0.29,1.35) 
No(r) 47(19.5) 194(80.5) 1.00 
    
To have fun & enjoy    
Yes 43(50.6) 42(49.4) 24.63(8.08,75.16)* 
No(r) 25(9.4) 240(90.6) 1.00 
    
To get money & other gifts    
Yes 65(91.5) 6(8.5) 790(183,3410)* 
No(r) 3(1.1) 276(98.9) 1.00 
    
To get good mark    
Yes 5(22.7) 17(77.3) 1.24(0.38,3.75) 
No(r) 63(19.2) 265(80.8) 1.00 
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5.7 Association of unsafe sexual practice & cross-generational sex 
 
Unsafe sexual practice like having more than one sexual partner and non-consistent use of condom 
were significantly associated with cross-generational sex [COR=5.75; 95%CI = (3.12, 10.65)] and 
[COR=15.7; 95%CI = (7.07, 33.40)] respectively. There is also significant association between 
ever use of contraceptives, ever been pregnant and cross-generational sex. However abortion was 
not significantly associated (Table 7). 
Table 7: Association of unsafe sexual practice, its consequences and cross – generational sexual 
relationship of sexually active female students in Addis Ababa, April 2009 
 
* indicates statistical significance 
r indicates reference category 
 
Variable Variables COR(95%CI) 
Number of sexual partners  
Involved in cross-generational sex Two or more Single  
Yes 39(59.1%) 27(40.9%) 5.75 (3.12,10.65)* 
No(r) 54(20.1%) 215(79.9%) 1.00 
    
Used condom consistently  
Involved in cross-generational sex No Yes  
Yes 58(85.3%) 10(14.7%) 15.17(7.07,33.40)* 
No(r) 78(27.7%) 204(72.3%) 1.00 
    
Ever used contraceptive  
Involved in cross-generational sex No Yes  
Yes 42(61.8%) 26(38.2%) 0.34(0.18,0.63)* 
No(r) 233(17.4%) 49(82.6%) 1.00 
    
Ever been pregnant  
Involved in cross-generational sex Yes No  
Yes 17(25.4%) 50(74.6%) 7.65(3.23,18.31)* 
No(r) 12(4.3%) 270(95.7%) 1.00 
    
Encountered Abortion at least once  
Involved in cross-generational sex Yes No  
Yes 15(88.2%) 2(11.8%) 0.68(0.02,11.85) 
No(r) 11(91.7%) 1(8.3%) 1.00 
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6. Qualitative Study Findings 
 
6.1 How common is cross-generational sexual relationship? 
 
Almost all participants of the FGDs stated that relationships between younger women and older 
men are very common in the city. Even though none of the participants were willing to share their 
own experience in such relationships, most of them have friends or know other students who 
engage in cross-generational sex. A participant described as follows; 
“Yes. Sure. There are female students who go out with older people. Traditionally we call this Sugar daddy. 
Sugar means sweet father. However this name should have not been given to such individuals as they are 
‘devils’ not sweet fathers. They go out with female students of their daughters’ age leaving their wives and 
children home. These students go out for the following reasons; to get money by which they enjoy and try to 
outlook among their friends; to get different clothing, shoes, ornaments, costly mobile cell phones; and of 
course some of them to help their poor family and subsidize their life.  
When we see from the older men point of view, older men engage in such relationship to enjoy the hot, fresh 
and young body of female student. They believe that the young lady is virgin and more satisfying.”  (A 
student age 19, Grade 12) 
 
6.2 Why do you think female students engage in such relationship? 
 
FGD participants identified financial gain as the biggest incentive to have relationships with older 
men. They explained that, for the most part, women seek financial support from older men to buy 
goods which are not of basic need like costly cell phones, cosmetics and expensive clothes. These 
girls compete with girls of their age from the well to do families wearing expensive clothes, and 
recreate themselves in expensive recreation area. This group of students consider going out with 
older men as an opportunity for business. A student explained her friend’s experience as; 
 
“Let I tell you what a friend of mine who go out with older men describe a sugar daddy. She said that sugar 
daddy is like a cake. A cake is tasty when it is fresh and for the time being. When it stays for longer time it 
will spoil and will be poisonous for you. Sugar daddies are just like that. You go out today with them and get 
the sweet money they have out of them and leave them. Otherwise they will spoil you. During the start of the 
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relation, they will accept you whatever you say like to use condom. But when you stay for a while with the 
relationship, they will ask you to do it without condom” (A student age 19, Grade 11) 
 
The discussants also noted that there are students who go out with older men to get money for 
supporting their families and fulfilling basic needs like school fees and uniforms. A discussant 
explained this as follows; 
  
“There is a student who I know in our village. They are six in the family and are living with their mother. 
The student is the elder of all her siblings. Since they don’t have any means of income, she is responsible to 
support the meager income of the family. She is working as a waitress in a hotel during off-school hours. 
The owner of the hotel introduced her with an old rich man and she started sexual relationship with this 
man. But in between she becomes pregnant. The man denied and could not help her and she left school & 
her home and now no one knows where she is living.” (A 19 years old student, Grade 11) 
 
Another student explained;  
“Some students go out with older men to get care and financial support. They go out to get what their 
parents couldn’t do for them because of financial shortage.” (A student age 18, Grade 12) 
 
Many student participants agreed that there is peer pressure to keep up with fashion trends and seek 
financial gain from this relationship to pay for clothing, jewelry, cosmetics, and hairstyles. A 
participant described her friend’s experience as follows; 
 
“My friend was a student at Bole high school. She was from a poor family but very beautiful with good 
behavior. She started friendship with girls and boys of her age, who drink alcohol, chew khat and smoke 
cigarette and have relationship with older men. They link her with a rich older man of about 50 years. This 
man buys her clothes, shoes, ornaments and mobile cell phones. Even she has been supporting her family 
with the money he gives her. However she pretends for her family that she is working in a big hotel as a 
waitress and she gets the money as a tip. The relation with this man could not continue and she started to go 
out with other men. She couldn’t continue her education as she fails to pass grade 11. Now she is working as 
a bar lady in one of the known night clubs in the town” (A student age 19, Grade 12) 
 
 
 
Cross-generational Sexual Relationship Among Preparatory School Female Students in Addis Ababa 
 
43 
Another student explained how peers could lead to engage in such relationship; 
 
“Peer influence is also another reason for female students to engage in such relationship. Peers say that 
unless you dress well, unless you look smart, unless your hair shines, you will not get a boyfriend. To dress 
well and shine, families may not have the capability to fulfill such needs. Thus the girl will be influenced to 
engage to such relationship. Once she engages, it will be difficult for her to stop rather she will be another 
promoter.”(A student age 19, Grade 12) 
 
Some of the participants also agreed that young girls engage in such relationship for emotional 
reasons like love. A student explained what she knows as follows; 
 
“A friend of mine from this school has a ‘boyfriend’ aged 35 years who is married. They started the 
relationship two years ago. The man is handsome and looks very young probably you may estimate him to 
be 25. He lives in the nearby village with the girl. First he approached her pretending that he is single and 
has no girl friend. Then they started the relationship. She fall in love with him and has enjoyed a lot with 
him. Later she learnt that he is married and has two children. At first she was very disappointed and almost 
gets mad. But later she couldn’t cut the relation as she has already fallen in love with this man. Now they 
make love secretly and I don’t know what their fate is going to be.”(A student age 20, Grade 12) 
 
6.3  Are there any risks in such a relationship? 
 
Majority of the FGD participants described that safer sexual practice like condom use is less likely 
in these relationships unless the older men is willing to do so as they will be dominant in the 
relationship and they are providing money and other gifts. According to the discussion participants, 
this type of relationship will expose young girls to different problems like unwanted pregnancy, 
abortion and HIV infection. They also noted that negotiation for condom use for most of the 
participants difficult. It was identified in the discussion that gifts reduce girls’ negotiation power for 
condom use. 
 
“This kind of sexual relationship is very risky. A man could be married and with lots of sexual experience. It 
is difficult for the female student to negotiate about safe sex for two reasons. One she is not well experienced 
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so that she will be embarrassed during the event and will not have time to think about condom. The second 
reason is she is going out to get money or a gift from him. How could you think that she have words to talk 
about safe sex?” (A student age 18, Grade 12) 
 
Some of the participants stated that unwanted pregnancy and abortion are the other risks associated 
with cross-generational relationship. An FGD participant described; 
 
“You see, majority of girls have such kind of relationships for the sake of money or material benefit. And the 
older men do not want to use condom as they want to practice what they see on pornographic films. The 
girls are also ashamed of buying condom or other contraceptive method. Thus these girls could not escape 
from getting pregnant. Since there is no love between the girl and the man, the man will not bother whether 
she gets pregnant or not. The maximum thing he can do is to give her money to make abortion. As she will 
be ashamed to go to legal medical centers, she will go to where illegal abortion is made.”(A student age 20, 
Grade 12) 
 
When asked if there is any sexual networking in such relationships, the majority of the FGD 
participants agreed that it is common to have same age partner and an older partner together – the 
same age partner for love and the older for money and material benefit. An FGD participant 
testified her observation: 
 
“There was a girl that I know who has same age boyfriend and who go out with older men for money. She 
makes many things for her same age boyfriend with the money she gets from the older one. They enjoy 
together with her boyfriend going at expensive restaurants and other recreation areas in the town. She 
pretends for her boyfriend that her sister is living abroad and sending her the money that they enjoying with 
it.” (A student aged 17, Grade 11) 
 
6.4 Where and when does cross-generational sex occur? 
 
Participants described that the time and places differ according to the situation. However they 
agree that majority of such occasions occur in hiding. They don’t want to go publicly together. 
Some do it in hotels, some in recreation centers and resorts found outside of the town.  
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Some go out during school hours missing classes and others during non-school hours and 
weekends pretending their family that they go out for other reasons. An FGD participant 
reported; 
 
“There are known taxi drivers who work as intermediary and facilitate such relation. They appoint girls 
and wait for them in front of the school gate during school hours. They then took these girls to hotels 
where the ‘sugar daddy’ is waiting.” (A student age 18, Grade 11) 
 
“You know this days pretending is not difficult. I know a student who goes out with sugar daddies on 
weekends to recreational areas like Sodere and Langano pretending to her family that she is going with 
school club for a picnic.” 
 
6.5 What should be done to stop such relationship? 
 
Almost all FGD participants give emphasis on the importance of discussion on sexuality and sexual 
relationships in family and community. They suggested that there should be free discussion on sex 
and sexuality among families and their children starting from childhood. Majority of the 
discussants indicated that families, teachers and the media should provide correct information about 
sexuality in general and risky relationships in particular for adolescents.  
They also suggested that government and other responsible agencies should encourage poor 
families to secure their household economy.  
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7. Discussion 
This study has attempted to identify age gaps in sexual relationships and prevalence of cross-
generational sex among female students in Addis Ababa. It has also assessed the motivations and 
associated unsafe sexual practice related to cross-generational sex. 
 
The study first assessed for the views of female students towards age gap in sexual relationships. It 
revealed that majority (71.9%) of the respondents preferred their sexual partners to be older than 
their age. However, only 6.5% of the study participants preferred their sexual partner age to be 10 
years or older than their age. It was also found that nearly 90% of respondents believe negotiating 
safer sexual practice to be difficult with sexual partner age of 10 or more than their age and 77.7% 
consider such age gap to be risky for STI/HIV. These findings possibly indicate that most 
schoolgirls do not see cross- generational sexual relationships as a good practice. They associate it 
with the risk of getting HIV and other sexually transmitted infections. This study corroborates with 
a finding of similar study done in urban Botswana where more than three quarters of the 
participants of that study perceive cross-generational sex as a risk for getting HIV & STI (6). 
 
Though, direct comparison was difficult because of difference in time, place, age range and other 
set ups included in other studies, the rate of sexual activity reported in this study is in the range of 
(20-50%) findings of other studies done in Addis Ababa and elsewhere in the country 
(12,16,17,18,19,23). It was; however, lower than other Sub Saharan African countries (33% in 
Zimbabwe (20), 35.5% in Botswana (6), 59% in Ghana (21), and 52% among Kenyan students 
(22). 
 
More than half (56.3%) of school girls in this study initiate sexual activity before age of 18 years 
with both mean & median age equals 17 years. This is comparable with studies done in Addis 
Ababa (16.5Years) (24, 25), Dessie (17 years) (23), Nekemte (16-17.5years) (26), and Bahr Dar 
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(16.5 -17.3 years) (27). However; it is much higher than the finding of EDHS 2005 (35%) (10), 
which considers both rural and urban adolescents. Such difference could possibly be due to the fact 
that urban young women are more likely to initiate pre-marital sex earlier (23). 
 
The study revealed unsafe sexual practice to be common among female students. Non-consistent 
condom use was reported by 38.9% of sexually active school girls. Moreover, only 21.4% of 
sexually active girls have ever used contraceptive other than condom. Non-marital pregnancy was 
reported by 8.3% of school girls, out of which 89.7% ended up in abortion. Condom use in this 
study was lower (38.5%) compared to similar studies done in AA where it showed 51.1% (28). But 
it is comparable to the findings of data on condom use in females aged 15-19 years in-school youth 
which is 44% (11) and other studies done in Dessie (44%) (23) and Debreberhane (38.5%)(29). 
 
Studies show that in many societies, young women have sexual relationships with men who are 
considerably older than they are. This practice can contribute to the wider spread of HIV and other 
STI’s because if a younger, uninfected partner has sex with an older, infected partner, the younger, 
uninfected partner can contact the virus(7). However measurement of how many of younger girls of 
different groups engage in such sexual relationship has not been done so far in Ethiopia. This study, 
which intended in determining the magnitude of cross-generational sex, has revealed 19.4% [95% 
CI=15.3%, 23.5%] prevalence among sexually active female preparatory school students in Addis 
Ababa. The only data which have shed light on the prevalence of cross-generational sex are the 
demographic & health surveys (DHS) in several African Countries. Among sexually active young 
women aged 15-24 years in seven Sub Saharan African countries including Ethiopia, the percent 
who have recently had sex with men at least 10 years older ranged from less than 1% in Ethiopia 
(7) to more than 21% in Nigeria, Ghana (7.9%), Malawi(4.2%), Tanzania(7.8%), Lesotho(7%), and 
Uganda(11%)(30,31,32).  
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The DHS data could not be compared to findings of this study for a number of reasons. The 
methodologies used in DHS are different where it could compromise the privacy of young girls to 
freely & genuinely tell their sexual experience resulting in underreporting unlike the methodologies 
used in this study which used self administered data collection tool. The second possible reason for 
the high prevalence of this study when compared to the DHS is, study subjects in this study are 
urban school girls where there is higher premarital sexual activity, earlier sexual debut and higher 
sexual mixing pattern unlike DHS data where both urban & rural girls are included, where sexual 
activity is very low (<10% in case of Ethiopia) (7), and where sexual mixing pattern is unlikely. 
However the prevalence of cross-generational sex found in this study is comparable with similar 
study done in urban Botswana which revealed 23.3% of sexually active public school girls are 
engaged in cross-generational sex (6). 
The prevalence identified here is also supported by other findings in this study. Out of all study 
subjects (both sexually active and not) 34% of them reported that they were approached by older 
men in one way or other for sexual relationship.  
It is believed that young adolescents often underreport their sexual experiences. Besides, cross-
generational sex is seen as a taboo in many societies.  Therefore, it is likely that schoolgirls could 
hide their personal experience about cross-generational sex. To partially account for this problem, 
respondents were asked whether they have friends who go out for sex with older men, because 
young people are likely to be more candid in providing information about their friends’ behavior 
than about their own (23,33). As expected, more than half (53.8%) of the schoolgirls reported that 
they have friends who are engaged in cross-generational sex. This finding is supported by the 
finding of FGD where none of the participants admitted their own experience but were quick to 
point out that they have friends or know young girls who are engaged in cross-generational sex. 
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It was found possible in this study to describe the range of motivations that school girls express for 
engaging in sexual relationships with older men. In this study, 95.6%,63.2%,30.9% and 7.4% of 
those who were engaged in cross-generational sex reported respectively money & gifts, having fun 
& enjoyment, peer pressure and & need for marriage as a motivation for engaging in cross-
generational sex (percentage add up more than 100% because multiple response was possible for the 
inquiry). Besides, higher proportions of students who reported their family economic status as poor 
have been engaged in cross-generational sex than those who said medium (59.1% versus 5% 
respectively). Similarly proportions of students in cross-generational sex who reported their family 
is not able to fulfill their basic need are higher compared to those who said their family can do 
(46.2% versus 3.2%). The same finding was also reported in the FGD where most of the 
participants report money and other material benefit as the main motivation to engage in cross-
generational sex. 
The motivational factors identified in this study are reported in many qualitative studies done in 
several African Countries including Ethiopia (3). A study done by Miz-Hassab Research center in 
Addis Ababa and Adama identified economic factors as a reason for girls to engage in cross-
generational sex. This qualitative study divided economic factor in two features-survival of basic 
economic need which is practiced by girls who struggle to cope with basic need & who would like 
to supplement the meager income of their family; and higher life style aspiration which is practiced 
by young women who aspire for a better quality of life & who compete with girls of the well to do 
family in terms of clothing and enjoyment (7). Another study of in-and out-of-school adolescent 
girls (age 13 -24 years) in Ethiopia reported personal material benefit as the prime motivator for 
girls to accept cross-generational sex. The majority of girls in that study report entered the 
relationship to help support their family (13). 
Similar studies done in Kenya (35), Mozambique (36), South Africa (37), Zimbabwe (38), and 
Jamaica (39) reported girls’ primary incentive for engaging in cross-generational sex is financial 
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gain. These studies have also shown that the financial gain ranges from survival strategy meeting 
basic need to a strategy of reversing existing imbalances in economic power of girls of their own 
age from affluent family. Peer pressure & falling in love & eventually get spouse have also been 
reported as motivations for engaging into cross-generational sex (14). Bangol & Chamo described 
in their study that the reason to get involved in cross-generational sexual relationship in exchange 
for compensation include both economic and cultural. They found poverty as the main driving 
force. They also described that the introduction of consumer society through television, videos and 
magazines has increased young women’s need and aspirations without educating them on how to 
define their priorities and find ways to satisfy these new desires independently from men & 
sexuality (34). 
 
In this study, sexual coercion and unsafe sexual practices as reported by non-consistent use of 
condom and multiple sexual partnerships were found to be significantly associated with cross-
generational sex. A higher proportion of female students in cross-generational sex reported non-
consistent use of condom than those who were not (85.3% versus 27.7%). More female students 
engaged in cross-generational sex have sexual partner of two or more than those who have single 
(59.1% versus 40.9%).Similarly, sexual coercion was reported by 95.5% of female students 
engaged in cross-generational sex. It was also found in this study that discussion on safer sexual 
practice with older partner was reported only by 11.8% of female students. 
This study has revealed that nearly half (48.6%) of schoolgirls who engage in cross-generational 
sex do not know the marital status of their older sexual partners while 18.1%,2.8% and 1.4% 
reported married, divorced and separated respectively. The qualitative aspect of the study have also 
supplemented our finding of unsafe sexual behavior where majority of the FGD participants 
reported discussion on safer sex and condom use to be difficult for girls who engage in cross-
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generational sex. An 18 years old grade 12 female discussant reported the risk in cross-generational 
sex as follows; 
“This kind of sexual relationship is very risky. A man could be married and with lots of sexual 
experience. It is difficult for the female student to negotiate about safe sex for two reasons. One she 
is not well experienced so that she will be embarrassed during the event and will not have time to 
think about condom. The second reason is she is going out to get money or a gift from him. How 
would you think that she have words to talk about safe sex?”  
 
Similar to this study’s findings of unsafe sexual activity, the studies mentioned earlier in our 
discussion have magnified sexual coercion and unsafe sexual activity in cross-generational 
relationships (7, 35-38, 41-44). 
As reported by the study participants, the age of older sexual partners in this study ranged between 
28 and 50 with mean age of 34 years. More than half (56.9%) of these older men were 35 years and 
older. Nearly half (48.6%) of schoolgirls engaged in cross-generational sex do not know the marital 
status of older sexual partner while 29.2% and 18.1% of respondents reported the marital status of 
older men as single and married respectively. This finding shows that some of the schoolgirls’ older 
sexual partners fit the “sugar daddy” stereotype of men (1, 5, 43). 
It is worth to mention in this study that discussing sexual matter with family and involvement in 
school clubs and religious activity have been significantly and negatively associated with engaging 
in cross-generational sex. Discussing about sexuality with family and involvement in school clubs 
may have possibly provided schoolgirls with clear knowledge of sex and sexuality & how to use it 
in healthy way. Thus this might have provided girls with the opportunity to recognize the risks 
associated with sex of such nature. This finding corroborates with the qualitative findings of Miz-
Hassab Research center. The study reported that lack of openness on matters related to sex and 
sexuality in the society has discouraged both young women to have clear knowledge of the risks 
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associated with cross-generational sex (7). A similar study done among high school female students 
in urban Botswana has also reported socio-cultural factors such as availability of support and 
encouragement from family and religious belief as a protective factor against cross-generational sex 
(6).  
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8. Strength and Limitation 
  
 Strength of the study 
 
The study has assessed personal experiences of respondents using self administered questionnaire 
unlike other qualitative studies which described experience of others. Thus it was possible to 
quantify the prevalence of cross-generational sex. 
It has employed random sampling technique to enroll fairly representative respondents of female 
students. It has achieved high response rate. Triangulation with qualitative method is also part of its 
strength. 
 
 Limitations of the study 
 
There is inherent difficulty associated with measurement relations and interactions among 
individuals. It becomes even more difficult when the issue relates to sexuality. This may have 
hindered honest and frank response. However maximum effort is made in ensuring privacy to get 
genuine response. 
Unavailability of standardized and validated data collection instruments and methodologies may 
have compromised data completeness. However, an effort has been made to review available 
literatures so as to develop the best data collection tool. Pre testing of the data collection tool has 
also been made for validation.  
Due to time and budget constraint, the motivation and dynamics of cross-generational sex from 
older men side and out-of-school youth is not included in this study. 
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9. Conclusion 
 
 The finding of the study has shown considerable proportions of preparatory female students were 
sexually active.  It has determined cross-generational sex prevalence of 19.4% among sexually 
active female students. 
The age of older sexual partners ranged between 28 and 50 with mean age of 34. More than half of 
these are 35 years and older. Thus, this study has shown some of these older sexual partners fit the 
“sugar daddy” stereotype of men. 
Financial gain and having fun and enjoyment were major motivations for schoolgirls to engage in 
cross-generational sex. 
The study has also revealed sexual coercion as a prominent feature of cross-generational sexual 
relationships. 
Girls from poor family as perceived by students, from family which couldn’t fulfill their basic 
needs, and from family where discussing sexual matter is difficult have higher likelihood of 
engaging in cross-generational sex than their counterparts. 
Unsafe sexual practice such as non-consistent use of condom and multiple sexual partnerships were 
found to have significant association with cross-generational sex. However, discussing on sexual 
matter with family, participation in school club, and religious activity during leisure hour was 
found to be significantly (but negatively) associated with cross-generational sex. 
In general, the study has provided important information on the magnitude of cross-generational 
sex, its motivational factors and associated unsafe sexual activity among schoolgirls. It has also 
supplemented studies which concluded cross-generational sex as one of the reasons for why young 
women are disproportionately infected by HIV. 
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10. Recommendations 
 
10.1 Implication for Parents/Family 
 
1. Parents need to understand the importance of encouraging openness on sexual matters with 
their adolescent children in order for them not to engage in risky sexual relationships. 
2. Family/parents need to encourage their adolescents’ participation in school club & religious 
activity during leisure hours. 
  
10.2  Implication for Programming 
 
1. Youth reproductive health programs need to give special attention on addressing the risks 
associated with age gap in sexual relationships. 
2. Youth programs need to design a strategy that encourage parent-adolescent discussion on 
sexuality. 
3. Government and NGOs need to design livelihood interventions for poor schoolgirls and 
their family so as to secure their household economy. 
4. Schools, teachers and other agencies need to strengthen school clubs & encourage 
participation of students.  
5. Religious institutions need to design strategies to attract adolescents and need to address the 
issue in their schedule using their own methodologies. 
 
10.3  Implication for Future Research 
1. The prevalence and dynamics of cross-generational sex needs to be measured among out-of-
school and university youth.  
2. The motivations from the older men side need to be evaluated. 
3. “How much of HIV in young girls is because of cross-generational sex?” It will be interesting 
if answered preferably using longitudinal study design. 
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12. Annex (Data Collection Tools) 
12.1 Survey Questionnaire  (English) 
 
Dear student, 
This is a study being conducted by an investigator for partial fulfillment of joint master of public 
health degree at Addis Continental Institute of Public Health and University of Gondar. The 
purpose of this study is to assess the prevalence of cross generational sexual relationship and 
motivating factors among female students in Addis Ababa. Of your peers, you are selected by 
chance to be one of the participants in the study. We are asking you for a little of your time, about 
forty five minutes, to help in the study. In the end it is hoped that the information you give us could 
provide important information about the issue which is intended to understand the experience of 
girls of your age. The questionnaire involves intimate and private life questions. However I would 
like to assure you that confidentiality will be secured throughout. All your information will be 
numbered and your name will not be used. Your answers will not be given to anyone else and no 
reports of the study will ever identify you. If a report of the results is published, only information 
about the total study group will appear. 
Your participation is voluntary. You can refuse participation from the beginning or refuse to answer 
all or part of the questions that you do not want to answer. But I would like to remind you that the 
information you offer might help in improving the well-being of girls like you. I would also like to 
tell you that your participation or non-participation, or refusal to answer questions will have no 
effect now or in the future on you.  
Are you willing to participate in this study?  (   ) Yes (   ) No 
Thank you! 
Date: ____________________ (Day/Month/Year) 
 
If you have any concern or question about this study, please contact the study investigator. 
 
Name of Investigator: Melaku Muleta 
Address: Tel 0911-885881 
               Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
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General Instructions: This questionnaire will ask you about your views, observations and personal 
experiences of relationships in general. Please do not write your name on this questionnaire so that 
there is no means to identify who filled the questionnaire and therefore your secrete responses will 
be kept confidential. The questionnaire has four sections. Most of the times you will be asked to 
tick a box in front of your answer(s) and in some areas you will be asked to write down short 
responses. If a question is not applicable to you, you will be clearly guided to which question to go.  
Code: __________________ 
PART ONE : SOCIO DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERSTICS 
No Questions Alternative Choices of Responses Skip 
101 Address of the Respondent Sub City: ___________  
102 Age in years ___________ years  
103 Marital Status 
1.  Never married    
2.  Currently Married      
3.  Separated  
4.  Divorced                                       
5.  Widowed                                       
 
104 Religion 
1.  Orthodox                                       
2. Muslim                                          
3.  Protestant                                      
4.  Catholic                                        
5.  Others(Specify)  _________  
 
105 Ethnic Group 
1. Amhara                                          
2. Oromo                                            
3. Tigire                                             
4. Gurage                                          
5. Others __________                       
 
106 Grade 
1. 9th                                                   
2. 10th                                                 
3. 11th                                                 
4. 12th                                                
 
107 Name of your school __________________________  
108 With whom do you live currently? 
1. Father & mother                            
2. Father only                                     
3. Mother only                                   
4. Guardian                                        
5. Sister(s)/brother(s)                         
6. Husband                                         
7. Relatives                                        
8. Alone                                             
9. Others ______________ 
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109 What is the level of your father’s education? 
1. Illiterate                                          
2. Reads & Writes   
3. Elementary school level                
4. Secondary school level                 
5. Training after secondary school    
6. Tertiary level                                 
7. Others ______________               
 
110 What is the level of your mother’s education? 
1. Illiterate                                          
2. Reads & Writes  
3. Elementary school level                
4. Secondary school level                  
5. Training after secondary school    
6. Tertiary level                                 
 
111 
How do you perceive the 
economic status of your 
family 
1. Poor                                          
2. Medium                                    
3. Rich                                          
 
 
112 
In your opinion, is your 
family’s income able to 
fulfill your basic needs 
(Food, school fee, 
uniforms and school 
materials)? 
1. Yes                                         
2. No                                             
 
 
113 
How do you find 
discussing sexual matters 
with your 
mother/guardian? 
1. Easy                                           
2. Average                                     
3. Difficult                                     
 
 
114 
Have you ever discussed 
sex-related matters with 
your mother /guardian? 
1. Yes                                            
2. No                                             
 
 
 
 
115 
Regarding the sexual 
relationship between boys 
& girls (that is how their 
relationship should be), 
what has been the source 
of information for you on 
this topic? (Multiple 
response possible) 
1. Father                                         
2. Mother                                        
3. Brother                                        
4. Sister                                           
5. Other family members                
6. Friends                                        
7. Books                                           
8. Films or videos                            
9. School Teacher                           
10. Others ______________             
 
116 
What leisure activities do 
you participate? (Multiple 
response possible) 
1. None                                            
2. Clubs                                            
3. Parties                                           
4. Movies                                          
5. Sport                                             
6. Religious events/Prayer ______    
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117 How often do you drink alcohol? 
1. Never                                             
2. Daily                               
3. Weekly                          
4. Monthly                                         
 
118 How often do you use Cigarettes? 
1. Never                                            
2. Daily                                              
3. Weekly                                           
4. Monthly                                         
 
 
 
 
PART TWO : GENERAL VIEWS AND PERCEPTIONS TOWARDS CROSS – 
GENERATIONAL SEXUAL RELATIONSHIP AND HIV RISK 
201 
In sexual relationships, 
men should always be 
older 
1. Strongly agree                            
2. Agree                                          
3. Disagree                                      
4. Strongly disagree                        
5. Do not know                               
If disagree, skip to 
203. 
202 
If you agree, why do you 
think men should always 
be older 
1. They will be caring                   
2. They will have money/income   
3. It is a norm/culture                     
4. Other ______________ 
 
203 
Which age, when 
compared to the age of a 
girl, do you think is good 
to have a sexual partner? 
1. Less than woman’s age            
2. Same as woman’s age       
3. 1-5 years older                         
4. 6- 10 years older                       
5. >= 10 years old                         
 
 
204 
Young girls who have 
older men (>= 10 years 
older) as boyfriends are 
considered to be lucky 
 
1. Strongly agree                          
2. Agree                                       
3. Disagree                                  
4. Strongly disagree                     
5. Do not know                            
 
 
205 
In sexual relationship, 
who do you think should 
decide on the 
relationship? 
1. Mainly Men                            
2. Mainly Women                      
3. Both equally                            
 
 
 
206 
Which age of a man as 
boyfriend  do you think 
will be  easier for a 
woman to talk freely 
about sexual matters 
including safer sexual 
practice ( e.g.About 
condom use etc) 
1. Less than woman’s age             
2. Same as woman’s age              
3. 1-5 years older                         
4. 6- 10 years older                        
5. >= 10 years older                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cross-generational Sexual Relationship Among Preparatory School Female Students in Addis Ababa 
 
xi 
207 
Which age of a man in 
sexual relationship do you 
think will have greatest 
risk of exposing a woman 
to sexually transmitted 
diseases 
1. Less than woman’s age            
2. Same as woman’s age              
3. 1-5 years older                         
4. 6- 10 years older                      
5. >= 10 years older                     
 
 
 
PART THREE : PERSONAL SEXUAL RELATIONSHIP EXPERIENCE 
301 Do you have a sexual partner? 
1. Yes                                     
2. No                                      
302 How old is he? _________ Years  
303 
Have you ever had sexual 
intercourse? (With a boy 
friend) 
1. Yes                                    
2. No                                       
 
If no, skip to 305. 
304 How old were you the first time you had sex? __________ Years  
305 
How many sexual partners 
do you have in the past one 
year? 
__________  
306 
Have you ever had sexual 
partner who is 10 or more 
years older than your age 
(Other than your 
boyfriend)? 
1. Yes                                    
2. No                                     
 
If no, skip to 311. 
307 How old is he? _______ Years  
308 What is his marital status? 
1. Single                                
2. Married  
3. Separated                           
4. Divorced 
5. Widowed                           
6. I don’t know                      
 
309 How did he meet you? 
1. Through Friends                
2. Through Family                 
3. Through Relatives            
4. He gives me a lift               
5. Others ____________ 
 
310 
Who knows about your 
relationship with this 
person? (Multiple response 
possible) 
1. Friends  
2. Family    
3. Relatives           
4. No one knows 
5. Others ____________ 
 
311 
Have you ever had sexual 
intercourse with this man 
(a man 10 or more years 
older than you and not your 
regular partner)? 
1. Yes                                     
2. No                                      
 
 
 
 
 
If no, go to 313.1. 
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312 
Where is the place that you 
make sexual intercourse 
with this man? 
1. Hotel/Pension                    
2. His home                           
3. Friends home 
4. Recreation centers             
5. Other ________________ 
 
313 
Why did you decided to 
have sexual intercourse 
with a man ten or more 
years older than you? For 
those not having older 
partner answer why  you 
decide with same age 
partner?(Multiple response 
possible) 
1. Fall in love                                
2. Have desire                               
3. Wanted to get married              
4. Forced to do so by him             
5. Forced to do so by a friend       
6. Because friends do the same     
7. To have fun & recreation          
8. To get money                            
9. To get better marks in class      
10. Other(specify_____________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
313.1 
Why did you decided to 
have sexual intercourse 
with your same age 
boyfriend? (Multiple 
response possible) 
1. Fall in love                                
2. Have desire                               
3. Wanted to get married              
4. Forced to do so by him             
5. Forced to do so by a friend       
6. Because friends do the same     
7. To have fun & recreation          
8. To get money                            
9. To get better marks in class  
10. Other(specify_____________ 
 
314 
Do you discuss on safe 
sexual practice (e.g. 
condom use) with your 
sexual partner? 
1. Yes                                          
2. No                                            
 
 
315 
How often do you use 
condom when you have 
sexual intercourse with 
your sexual partner?) 
1. Never                  
2. Sometimes                               
3. Always                                     
 
If always, skip to 
317. 
316 
If you are not using 
condom always you had 
sex, what was the reason? 
(Multiple response 
possible) 
1. He doesn’t want                        
2. I don’t like                                 
3. I used other contraceptive         
4. I don’t know                              
5. Other (Specify)                          
 
 
317 
Have you ever used 
contraception other than 
condom? 
1. Yes                                           
2. No                                          
 
 
318 Have you ever been pregnant? 
1. Yes                                            
2. No                                             
 
If no skip to 401. 
319 What was the outcome of the pregnancy? 
1. Currently pregnant                    
2. Abortion                                     
3. Life birth                                    
4. Life birth & abortion                 
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PART FOUR : PERSONAL & OTHER’S RELATIONSHIP EXPERIENCE 
401 
Some older men approach 
young women providing gifts or 
money or car ride and ask to 
have sex with them? Have you 
ever been approached by such 
men? 
1. Yes     
2. No       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
402 
Girls sometimes make sexual 
relationship with older men (10 
or more years older than girls’ 
age). Do you have student 
friend who go out with older 
men (10 or more years older 
than girls’ age) 
1. Yes       
2. No       
 
If no, you have 
finished. Thank 
you. 
403 
Have you got the opportunity to 
discuss about their relationship 
with these girls? 
1. Yes       
2. No        
 
If no, you have 
finished. Thank 
you. 
404 
If yes, what was their reason to 
go out with older men? 
(Multiple response possible) 
1. Forced to do so by a friend    
2. To have fun & recreation       
3. To get money                        
4. To get better marks in class   
5. Other (specify) 
_____________ 
 
 
Thank you very much for your time and patience. 
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12.2 Guide for FGD with Female Students (English) 
 
Welcome to this discussion. My name is Melaku Muleta, a student at ACIPH and UoG. I am 
conducting a thesis on cross generational sexual relationship as partial fulfillment of my master’s 
degree. However it could help in providing important information for intervention of problems 
related to it. Thanks a lot for accepting my invitation to participate in the discussion. We will talk 
about general relationships between men and women. During our discussion we will focus on the 
relationship of older men and younger women given the prevailing socioeconomic condition and 
era of HIV/AIDS. Note taking and tape recording of our discussion will be made. Reporting will 
however be made in aggregate form. No reporting will identify a discussant among us. Can we 
continue? 
Thank you again for giving us your time.  
 
1. There is a rumor that some female students have sexual relationship with older men (10 or 
more yeas older than their age). How common are such relationships among students? 
 
2. Why do think such girls get involved with older men?  
 
3. What do girls look for in a relationship with an older man? 
              Probes 
o Financial?  
o What do they do with the money they get? 
o Material support? 
o Favors like marks? 
o Others? 
 
4. Where and when do girls meet the older men?  
                     Probes 
o Place (s) 
o Time (s) 
 
5. Who might establish the contact- the man or the young women?  
                  Probes 
o What sorts of things would the older man say to her to express interest in a 
relationship?  
o What sorts of things might the young women say to get the relationship 
started?  
o Would it be common for young women to initiate these relationships with 
older men? 
o Is their any intermediary between younger girls and older men?  
 
6. What happens as the relationship develops?  
                   Probes 
o What sorts of things will they do together? 
o Do they have meals together or go out for recreation?  
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7. If they do have sex what kinds of places is this likely to happen?  
                    Probes    
o Places? 
o Time of day or night? 
 
 
8. How long does this kind of a relationship last?  
 
9. Are there any risks in such a relationship? 
              Probes  
o Is it possible to talk about safe sex (eg Condom use)? 
o Pregnancy related risks? 
 
 
10. Describe the kinds of men a young girl look for in this relationship?  
               Probes 
o Social status/occupation 
o Attire 
o Age etc 
o Marital status matter 
 
11. Describe the kinds of girls that engage in a relationship with older men?  
                  Probes 
o Economic/social status 
 
12. Do girls in this kind of a relationship also have partners of their own age? 
 
13. Have you come across girls with such relationship? 
o Detail 
                          
14. Have you been approached by older men? 
  
o What was the fate? 
 
Thank you so much for sharing me your views and experience! 
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12.3 Survey Questionnaire (Amharic) 
 
 
በተለያየ ትውልድ መካከል የሚደረግ የፍቅርና የወሲብ ግንኙነትን Aስመልክቶ 
ለሚደረግ ጥናት የሴት ተማሪዎችን ተሞክሮ የሚዳስስ መጠይቅ 
 
ይህ መጠይቅ የተዘጋጀው በAዲስ ኮንቲኔንታል የህብረተሰብ ጤና ተቋም Eና በጎንደር ዩኒቨረሲቲ 
Aማካይነት በጋራ የሚሰጥ የሁለተኛ ዲግሪ የህብረተሰብ ጤና ት/ት  ማሟያ ጥናት ነው፡፡ የጥናቱ Aላማ 
በተለያየ ትውልድ መካከል የሚደረግ ግንኙነትን Aስመልክቶ የሴት ተማሪዎች Aመለካከትና ተሞክሮ ምን 
Eንደሚመስል ለመዳሰስ ነው፡፡ 
 
Eርስዎ ከትምህርት ቤት ጓደኞችዎ መካከል ለዚህ ጥናት የተመረጡት በAጋጣሚ ነው፡፡ስለዚህ ለሀያ 
Aምስት ደቂቃዎች ያህል ያልዎትን ተሞክሮ በማካፈል በጥናቱ Eንድትሳተፉ በAክብሮት Eንጠይቃለን፡፡ 
ከEርሶ የሚገኘው መረጃ የወጣት ሴት ተማሪዎችን  Aመለካከትና ተሞክሮ ለመረዳት ይጠቅማል፡፡ 
ጥያቄዎቹ የግል ህይወትዎን ተሞከሮ ጭምር ይዳስሳሉ፡፡ይሁን Eንጂ የምትሰጡት መረጃ ማንነትዎን 
የሚገልፅ Aንዳችም ነገር ስለሌለው ትክክለኛ Aመለካከትዎን Eና ተሞክሮዎን Eንድትገልፁ Eንጠይቃለን፡፡ 
 
የምትሰጡት መረጃዎች ባጠቃላይ ሚስጥርነታቸው የተጠበቀ ሲሆን ስምዎን መግለፅ Aይጠበቅብዎትም፡፡ 
የጥናት ውጤቱ ቢታተም Eንኳን EንደAጠቃላይ ስለሆነ በተናጠል የግል ማንነትዎን Aይገልፅም፡፡ 
 
በዚህ ጥናት የሚሳተፉት ፈቃደኛ ሲሆኑ ብቻ ነው፡፡ በጥናቱ ከመጀመሪያው ጀምሮ ጭራሽ Aለመሳተፍ 
ወይም ደግሞ በመሃል መረጃ መስጠት የማትፈልጉት ካለ Aለመስጠት ይችላሉ፡፡   
 
 
 
Eናመሰግናለን፡፡ 
 
በጥናቱ ለመሳተፍ ፈቃደኛ ነዎት?     Aዎ --------------------    Aይደለሁም ----------------- 
 
ቀን፡ ------------------------- 
 
ጥናቱን Aስመልክቶ ማንኛውንም Aይነት ጥያቄ ካልዎት ጥናቱን በዋነኝነት የሚያካሂደውን መጠየቅ 
ይቻላል፡፡ 
 
ጥናቱን የሚያካሂድው ፡ ስም ፡ መላኩ ሙለታ 
Aድራሻ ፤ ______________ 
ስልክ ፤ 0911-885881 
Aዲስ Aባባ                
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Aጠቃላይ መመሪያ: ይህ መጠይቅ በፍቅር Eና ወሲብ ግንኙነት ዙሪያ ያሎትን Aጠቃላይ Aመለካከት 
Eና ተሞክሮ የሚዳስሱ ጥያቄዎችን ይዟል ፡፡ በዚህ መጠይቅ ላይ ስም መጥቀስ Aያስፈልግም፡፡ ስለሆነም 
ማን Eንደሞላው Aይታወቅም፡፡ ይህ ደግሞ የምትሞሏቸው ነገሮች ሚስጥርነታቸው የተጠበቀ ይሆናል 
ማለት ነው፡፡  
መጠይቁ Aራት ክፍሎች Aሉት፡፡ ለAብዛኞቹ ጥያቄዎች ከፊት ለፊቱ  Aማራጮች  ተቀምጠዋል ፡፡ 
ለEያንዳነዱ ጥያቄ የEርሶ Aማራጭ መልስ ነው ብለው የሚያስቡትን ከAማራጮቹ ፊት  ያሉት ክፍት 
ሳጥኖች ውስጥ (9) ምልክት ያድርጉ፡፡ ከAንድ በላይ Aማራጭ መልስ ያላቸው ጥያቄዎች ከሆኑ 
በጥያዌው የተገለፀ ስለሆነ Eንደ ጥያቄው መሰረት መልስ ይስጡ ፡፡ ለAንዳንዱ ጥያቄ ግን Aጭር መልስ 
በተሰጠው ክፍት ቦታ Eንዲሰጡ ይጠየቃሉ ፡፡ Eባከዎን ስሞን በዚህ መጠይቅ ላይ Eንዳይሞሉ፡፡ 
ኮድ፡__________________ 
ክፍል Aንድ : ማህበራዊና Iኮኖሚያዊ ሁኔታ 
ተ/ቁ ጥያቄ Aማራጭ መልስ የይለፍ መልEክት 
101 የመኖሪያ Aድራሻ ክ/ከተማ: ___________  
102 Eድሜ ___________ዓመት  
103 የጋብቻ ሁኔታ 
1. ያላገባች                      
2. ባለትዳር                              
3. ከባል የተለያየች                      
4. የተፋታች                              
5. ባሏ የሞተባት                       
 
104 ሀይማኖት 
1. Oርቶዶክስ             
2. ሙስሊም                                     
3. ፕሮቴሰታንት                                  
4. ካቶሊክ                                             
5. ሌላ (ይጥቀሱ)  _________            
 
105 ብሄር 
1. Aማራ                                              
2. Oሮሞ                                              
3. ትግሬ                                               
4. ጉራጌ                                               
5. ሌላ(ይጥቀሱ) _________                
 
106 የት/ት ደረጃ (ክፍል) 
                                                 
1. 11ኛ                                                  
2. 12ኛ                                                  
 
107 የት/ት ቤትሽ ስም __________________________  
108 የምትኖሪው ከማን ጋር ነው? 
1. ከAባቴ Eና ከEናቴ ጋር  
2. ከAባቴ ጋር                      
3. ከEናቴ ጋር                                     
4. ከAሳዳጊዬ ጋር                                 
5. ከወንድም/Eህቴ ጋር                       
6. ከባለቤቴ ጋር                 
7. ከዘመዴ ጋር                  
8. ብቻዬን                                             
9. ሌላ(ይጥቀሱ) ______________      
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109 የAባትሽ የትምህርት ደረጃ? 
1. ምንም ያልተማረ                             
2. ማንበብ Eና መፃፍ ብቻ 
3. የAንደኛ ደረጃ ት/ት                        
4. የ 2ኛ ደረጃ ት/ት                      
5. ከ2ኛ ደረጃ በኋላ ስልጠና           
6. የኮሌጅ ት/ት ያጠናቀቀ                   
7. ሌላ (ይጥቀሱ) ____________        
 
110 የEናትሽ የት/ት ደረጃ? 
1. ምንም ያልተማረች                         
2. ማንበብ Eና መፃፍ ብቻ 
3. የAንደኛ ደረጃ ት/ት                        
4. የ 2ኛ ደረጃ ት/ት                      
5. ከ2ኛ ደረጃ በኋላ ስልጠና           
6. የኮሌጅ ት/ት ያጠናቀቀች                
7. ሌላ (ይጥቀሱ) ____________        
 
111 
ባንቺ Aስተያት የቤተሰብሽ 
የገቢ/Iኮኖሚ ሁኔታ ምን 
ይመስላል? 
1. ድሃ                                            
2. መካከለኛ                                    
3. ሃብታም                                     
 
 
112 
ባንቺ Eይታ የቤተሰብሽ የገቢ 
ሁኔታ የሚያስፈልጉሽን 
መሰረታዊ ነገሮች (ለምሳሌ 
ምግብ፤የት/ት ቤት 
ወጪ፤ዩኒፎርም) ሊያሟላ 
ይችላል ብለሽ ታስቢያለሽ ? 
1. Aዎ                                            
2. Aያሟላም                                   
 
 
113 
ፍቅርና የፍቅር ግንኙነትን 
Aስመልክቶ ውይይት ከEናትሽ 
ወይም ከAሳዳጊሽ ጋር Eንዴት 
ታይዋለሽ? 
1. መወያየት ይቀለኛል                 
2. በመጠኑ Eችላለሁ                     
3. በጣም ይከብደኛል                      
 
 
114 
ፍቅርና የፍቅር ግንኙነትን 
Aስመልክቶ  ከEናትሽ ወይም 
ከAሳዳጊሽ ጋር ተወያይተሽ 
ታውቂያለሽ? 
1. Aዎ                                            
2. Aላውቅም                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
115 
በወንድና በሴት መካከል ስላለ 
ፍቅርና የፍቅር ግንኙነትን 
Aስመልክቶ መረጃዎችን ከማን 
ታገኛለሽ ወይም Aግኝተሽ 
ታውቂያለሽ? (ከAንድ Aማራጭ 
በላይ መልስ ሊሆን ይችላል) 
1. ከAባቴ                                            
2. ከEናቴ                                            
3. ከወንድሜ                                       
4. ከEህቴ                                            
5. ከሌላ የቤተሰብ Aባል                   
6. ከጓደኞቼ                                         
7. ከመፅሃፍ                                        
8. ከፊልም/ቪደዮ                                
9. ከት/ት ቤት መምህር                    
10. ከሌላ(ይጠቀስ) _____________     
 
116 
በትርፍ ጊዜሽ በምን በምን 
ተሳትፎ ታደርጊያለሽ? (ከAንድ 
Aማራጭ በላይ መልስ ሊሆን 
ይችላል) 
1. ምንም ተሳትፎ የለኝም    
2. በክለብ                             
3. ከጓደኞቼ ጋር ፓርቲ                     
4. ፊልም ማየት                                 
5. ስፖርት                                          
6. የሀይማኖት ት/ት ወይም 
ፕሮግራም                 
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117 የAልኮል መጠጥ በየምን ያህል 
ጊዜ ትጠጫለሽ? 
1. በፍፁም Aልጠጣም    
2. በየቀኑ Eጠጣለሁ    
3. በየሣምንቱ                                       
4. በየወሩ                                            
 
118 ሲጋራ በየስንት ጊዜ ታጨሻለሽ? 
1. በፍፁም Aላጨስም                          
2. በየቀኑ                                              
3. በየሳምንቱ                                        
4. በየወሩ                                             
 
 
ክፍል ሁለት : በፍቅር ግንኙነት ዙሪያ ስላለ Aጠቃላይ Aመለካከት  
201 
በወንድና ሴት የፍቅር 
ግንኙነት መካከል፤የወንዱ 
Eድሜ ሁል ጊዜ ከሴቷ 
መብለጥ Aለበት፡፡ 
1. በጣም Eስማማለሁ                     
2. Eስማማለሁ          
3. Aልስማማም              
4. በጣም Aልስማማም   
5. Aላውቅም                                    
Aልሰማማም 
ከሆነ ወደ 
ጥያቄ 203 
ይለፉ፡፡ 
202 
የወንድ Eድሜ መብለጥ 
Aለበት ካልሽ ለምን መብለጥ 
Aለበት? (ከAንድ Aማራጭ 
በላይ መልስ ሊሆን ይችላል)  
1. የተሻለ Eንክብካቤ ስለሚያደርግ    
2. ገንዘብ/ገቢ ስለሚኖረው          
3. ባህል ስለሆነ                             
4. ሌላ (ይጥቀሱ)  ______________ 
 
203 
ለፍቅር ግንኙነት ከሴቷ 
Eድሜ ጋር ሲወዳደር  
የወንድዬው Eድሜ ምን ያህል 
ልዩነት ቢኖረው ይመረጣል? 
1. ከሴቷ Eድሜ ቢያንስ      
2. ከሴቷ Eድሜ Eኩል ቢሆን                  
3. ከAንድ Eስከ 5 Aመት ቢበልጣት      
4. ከAምስት Eስከ 10 Aመት ቢበልጣት 
5. ከ 10 Aመት በላይ ቢበልጣት                 
 
204 
ከሴቶቹ Eድሜ 10 ወይም 
ከዚያ በላይ የሆነ የወንድ ጓደኛ 
ያላቸው ወጣት ሴቶች Eንደ 
Eድለኛ ይቆጠራሉ፡፡ 
1. በጣም Eስማማለሁ                     
2. Eስማማለሁ            
3. Aልስማማም                                
4. በጣም Aልስማማም                     
5. Aላውቅም                                   
 
205 
በወንድና ሴት መካከል ያለውን 
የፍቅር ግንኙነት  ውሳኔ 
መስጠት ያለበት ማን ነው 
ትያለሽ? 
1. ባብዛኛው ወንዱ                          
2. ባብዛኛው ሴቷ                           
3. ሁለቱም Eኩል                           
 
 
 
206 
የወንድ የፍቅር ጓደኛ Eድሜ 
ከሴቷ ጋር ሲነፃፀር በየትኛው 
የEድሜ ክልል ሲሆን ስለ 
ጥንቃቄ የተሞላበት የወሲብ 
ግንኙነት መነጋገር ለሴቷ 
ይቀላታል ትያለሽ (ለምሳሌ ስለ 
ኮንደም መጠቀም)? 
1. ከሴቷ Eድሜ ቢያንስ                         
2. ከሴቷ Eድሜ Eኩል ቢሆን                  
3. ከAንድ Eስከ 5 Aመት ቢበልጣት      
4. ከAምስት Eስከ 10 Aመት ቢበልጣት     
5. ከ 10 Aመት በላይ ቢበልጣት                 
 
 
207 
የወንድ የፍቅር ጓደኛ Eድሜ 
ከሴቷ ጋር ሲነፃፀር በየትኛው 
የEድሜ ክልል ሲሆን ሴቷን 
ለኤች.ኤይ.ቪ/የAባላዘር በሽታ 
ሊያጋልጣት ይችላል ትያለሽ? 
1. ከሴቷ Eድሜ ቢያንስ                         
2. ከሴቷ Eድሜ Eኩል ቢሆን                  
3. ከAንድ Eስከ 5 Aመት ቢበልጣት      
4. ከAምስት Eስከ 10 Aመት ቢበልጣት     
5. ከ 10 Aመት በላይ ቢበልጣት                 
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ክፍል ሶስት : የግል የፍቅር/ወሲብ ግንኙነትን በተመለከተ 
301 የፍቅር ጓደኛ Aለሽ? 1. Aዎ                                     2. የለኝም                                
የለኝም ከሆነ ወደ 
ጥያቄ ቁጥር 303 
ይለፉ፡፡ 
302 Eድሜው በግምት ስንት 
ነው?  __________ ዓመት  
303 
የግብረ ስጋ ግንኙነት 
Aድርገሽ ታውቂያለሽ?(ከፍቅር 
ጓደኛሽ ጋር)  
1. Aዎ                                    
2. Aላውቅም                            
 
Aላውቅም ከሆነ 
ወደ ጥያቄ ቁጥር 
305 ይለፉ፡፡ 
304 
ለመጀመሪያ ጊዜ የግብረ 
ስጋ ግንኙነት ሥታደርጊ 
Eድሜሽ ስንት ነበር? 
__________ ዓመት  
305 
ባለፈው Aንድ Aመት 
ውስጥ ስንት የፍቅር ጓደኛ 
ነበረሽ? 
__________  
306 
Eድሜው ካንቺ Eድሜ 10 
ዓመት ወይም ከዚያ በላይ 
የሆነ የፍቅር ወይም 
የወሲብ ጓደኛ ኖሮሽ 
ያውቃል (መደበኛ ፍቅረኛሽ 
ያልሆነ)? 
1. Aዎ                                     
2. Aያውቅም                           
 
Aያውቅም ከሆነ 
ወደ ጥያቄ ቁጥር 
311 ይለፉ፡፡ 
307 
የዚህ ጓደኛሽ Eድሜ ስንት 
ነው/ነበር (በትክክል 
ባታውቂውም ገምቺ)? 
_______ ዓመት  
308 የዚህ ሰው የጋብቻ ሁኔታ 
Eንዴት ነበር? 
1. ያላገባ                                     
2. ትዳር ያለው                          
3. ከትዳሩ የተለያየ                      
4. የተፋታ                                 
5. ሚሰቱ የሞተችበት     
6. Aላውቅም                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
309 ከዚህ ሰው ጋር Eንዴት 
ተገናኛችሁ?  
1. በጓደኛዬ Aማካይነት                       
2. በቤተሰብ                                      
3. በዘመዶቼ Aማካይነት                  
4. ትራንስፖርት (ሊፍት ሰቶኝ)     
5. በAጋጣሚ    
6. ሌላ ካለ (ይጥቀሱ) 
_______________ 
 
 
 
310 
ከዚህ ሰው ጋር ያለሽን 
ግንኙነት ማን ያውቃል? 
(ከAንድ Aማራጭ በላይ 
መልስ ሊሆን ይችላል) 
1. ጓደኞቼ                                
2. ቤተሰብ                                
3. ዘመድ                                  
4. ማንም Aያውቅም                
5. ሌላ ካለ(ይጥቀሱ) ____________ 
 
311 
Eድሜው ካንቺ Eድሜ 10 
ዓመት ወይም ከዚያ በላይ 
የሆነ Eና መደበኛ ፍቅረኛሽ 
ካልሆነ ሰው ጋር የግብረ -
ስጋ ወይም የወሲብ 
ግንኙነት Aድርገሽ 
ታውቂያለሽ? 
 
 
 
1. Aዎ                                    
2. Aላውቅም                            
 
 
Aላውቅም ከሆነ 
ወደ ጥያቄ ቁጥር 
313.1 ይለፉ፡፡ 
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312 
የግብር-ስጋ/ወሲብ ግንኙነት 
ያደረጋችሁት/የምታደርጉት 
የት ነው? (ከAንድ Aማራጭ 
በላይ መልስ ሊሆን ይችላል) 
1. ሆቴል                                  
2. የርሱ ቤት                            
3. የጓደኛው/ጓደኛዬ ቤት          
4. መናፈሻ/መዝናኛ ስፍራ  
5. ሌላ ካለ(ይጠቀስ) ________________ 
 
313 
ከዚህ ሰው ጋር የግብረ 
ስጋ/ወሲብ ግንኙነት 
ለማድረግ Eንዴት ልትወስኚ 
ቻልሽ? ከ 10 Aመት 
ከEድሜሽ የሚበልጥ ከሌለ 
ከመደበኛ ጓደኛሽ ጋር 
ለማድረግ Eንዴት ልትወስኚ 
ቻልሽ? 
(ከAንድ Aማራጭ በላይ 
መልስ ሊሆን ይችላል) 
  
1. ስለማፈቅረው                               
2. ግንኙነት ማድረግ ስለፈለግሁ      
3. ማግባት ስለምፈልግ                     
4. ስላስገደደኝ                        
5. ጓደኛዬ Aስገድዳኝ                 
6. ጓደኞቼም ስለሚያደርጉ 
7. ለመዝናናት                       
8. ገንዘብ ስለሚሰጠኝ                       
9. ጥሩ የት/ት ውጤት ለማግኘት   
10. ሌላ ካለ ይጠቀስ _____________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
313.1 
ከፍቅረኛሽ ጋርስ የግብረ 
ስጋ/ወሲብ ግንኙነት 
ለማድረግ Eንዴት ልትወስኚ 
ቻልሽ? (ከAንድ Aማራጭ 
በላይ መልስ ሊሆን ይችላል) 
  
1. ስለማፈቅረው                               
2. ግንኙነት ማድረግ ስለፈለግሁ      
3. ማግባት ስለምፈልግ                     
4. ስላስገደደኝ                        
5. ጓደኛዬ Aስገድዳኝ                 
6. ጓደኞቼም ስለሚያደርጉ 
7. ለመዝናናት                       
8. ገንዘብ ስለሚሰጠኝ                       
9. ጥሩ የት/ት ውጤት ለማግኘት   
10. ሌላ ካለ ይጠቀስ ___________ 
 
314 
ከወሲብ ጓደኛሽ ጋር ስለ 
ጥንቃቄ የተመላበት ግብረ 
ስጋ ግንኙነት ተነጋግራችሁ 
ታውቃላችሁ (ለምሳሌ 
ኮንዶም መጠቀም)? 
1. Aዎ                                        
2. ተነጋግረን Aናውቅም   
 
 
 
          
 
 
315 
የግብረ ስጋ/ወሲብ ግንኙነት 
ስታደርጉ ኮንደም 
ትጠቀማላችሁ? 
1. ተጠቅመን Aናውቅም              
2. Aልፎ Aልፎ   Eንጠቀማለን     
3. ሁልጊዜ Eንጠቀማለን              
 
 
ሁል ጊዜ 
Eንቀማለን ከሆነ 
ወደ 317 ይለፉ፡፡ 
316 
ግንኙነት ስታደርጉ ሁል 
ጊዜ ኮንዶም የማትጠቀሙ 
ከሆነ ምክንያቱ ምንድን 
ነበር/ነው? (ከAንድ Aማራጭ 
በላይ መልስ ሊሆን ይችላል) 
1. Eርሱ ስለማይፈልግ                      
2. Eኔ ስለማለፈልግ                         
3. Eርግዝና መከላከያ ስለተጠቀምኩ 
4. ማርገዝ ስለምፈልግ                       
5. ሌላ ካለ (ይጠቀስ)                         
 
 
317 
ከኮንደም ውጪ ሌላ 
የወሊድ መከላከያ 
ተጠቅመሽ ታውቂያለሽ? 
1. Aዎ                                     
2. Aላውቅም                            
 
 
318 ፀንሰሽ/Aርግዘሽ 
ታውቂያለሽ? 
1. Aዎ                                     
2. Aላውቅም                            
Aላውቅም ከሆነ 
ወደ 401 ይለፉ፡፡ 
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319 
ፀንሰሽ/Aርግዘሽ ካወቅሽ 
የEርግዝናው ውጤት ምን 
ሆነ? 
1. Aሁንም Eርጉዝ ነኝ 
2. Aስወረድኩት/Aስወረደኝ                
3. ተወልዷል                                    
     
 
 
 
 
ክፍል Aራት : የግል Eና የሌሎች ወጣት ሴቶች ተሞክሮ 
401 
Aንዳንድ በEድሜ የገፉ ወንዶች 
ለወጣት ተማሪዎች የገንዘብ 
ወይም ሌላ ስጦታ ወይም 
ትራንፖርት(ሊፍት) በመስጠት 
የግብረ-ስጋ/የወሲብ ጥያቄ 
ያቀርባሉ፡፡ Eንደዚህ Aይነት 
ነገር Aጋጥሞሽ ያውቃል? 
1. Aዎ                                    
2. Aያውቅም                            
 
 
402 
Aንዳንድ ወጣት ሴት ተማሪዎች 
በEድሜ ከEነሱ በ10 ወይም 
ከዚያ በላይ ከሆኑ ሰዎች ጋር 
የፍቅር/የወሲብ ግንኙነት 
ይፈጥራሉ፡፡ Eንደዚህ 
የሚያደርጉ ተማሪዎች 
የምታውቂያቸው Aሉ? 
1. Aዎ                                    
2. የሉም                                
 
መልሱ የሉም 
ከሆነ መጠይቁን 
ጨርሰሻል፡፡ 
Eናመሰግናለን፡፡ 
403 
ከነዚህ ተማሪዎች ጋር ስለ 
ግንኙነታቸው ተነጋግረሽ 
(ተወያይተሽ) ታውቂያለሽ? 
1. Aዎ                                    
2. Aላውቅም                            
 
መልሱ Aላውቅም 
ከሆነ መጠይቁን 
ጨርሰሻል፡፡ 
Eናመሰግናለን፡፡ 
404 
በEድሜ ከሚበልጧቸው ወንዶች 
ጋር ግንኙነት የመሰረቱበት 
ምክንያት ምን ነበር?(ከAንድ 
Aማራጭ በላይ መልስ ሊሆን 
ይችላል) 
1. በጓደኞቻቸው ተገደው               
2. ለመዝናናት                    
3. ገንዘብ ለማግኘት                        
4. ጥሩ የት/ት ውጤት ለማግኘት 
5. ሌላ ካለ (ይጠቀስ) 
_____________ 
 
 
 
ጊዜዎን ወስደው ይህን መጠይቅ በትEግስት ስለሞሉልን Eናመሰግናለን፡፡ 
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12.4 FGD Guide for Female Students (Amharic) 
 
በተለያየ ትውልድ መካከል የሚደረግ የፍቅርና የወሲብ ግንኙነትን Aስመልክቶ 
ለሚደረግ ጥናት ለወጣት ሴት ተማሪዎች የተዘጋጀ የውይይት መመሪያ 
 
ለዚህ ውይይት ጥሪያችንን Aክብራችሁ በመገኘታችሁ Eናመሰግናለን፡፡ ------------------------------- 
Eባላለሁ፡፡ በAዲስ ኮነቲኔነታል የህብረተሰብ ጤና ተቋም Eና በጎንደር ዩኒቨረሲቲ በጋራ የሚሰጥ 
የሁለተኛ ዲግሪ የህብረተሰብ ጤና ት/ት ተማሪ ስሆን ለዚሁ ዲግሪ ማሟያ ጥናት Eያካሄድኩ 
ነው፡፡ በውይይታችን ስለ ፍቅር ግንኙነት ዙሪያ በተለይ በወጣት ተማሪ ሴቶችና በEድሜ ከEነሱ 
በጣም ከሚበልጧቸው ወንዶች ጋር ስላለው የፍቅር/ወሲብ ግንኙነት ላይ Eንዲሁም ተያይዘው 
የሚነሱ ጉዳዮች ዙሪያ ትኩረት Aናደርጋለን፡፡ በኋላ የጥናት ውጤታችንን ስንፅፍ ለማስታወስ 
Eንዲረዳን ውይይታችን በቴፕ የሚቀዳ ሲሆን Eንዲሁም ረዳቴ ---------------------------------- 
ማስታወሻ ይወስዳል፡፡ የጥናቱ ሪፖረት የሚፃፈው Eንደ Aጠቃላይ ስለሚሆን ማንም ከEኛ መሃል 
የተናገረው ማን Eንደሆነ በተናጠል የሚገልፅ ነገር Aይኖርም፡፡ መቀጠል Eንችላለን?  
ጊዜያችሁን ስለሰጣችሁን በድጋሜ Eናመሰግናለን፡፡ 
 
1. በAንዳንድ Aከባቢዎች ወጣት ተማሪዎች በEድሜያቸው በጣም ከሚበልጧቸው ወንዶች 
ጋር የፍቅር/ወሲብ ግንኙነት Aላቸው የሚባል ነገር Aለ፡፡ ይህ ምን ያህል Eውነት 
ነው? ችግሩስ ያን ያህል የጎላ ነው? 
2. Eነዚህ ሴቶች ለምን Eንዲህ Aይነት ግንኙነት የሚፈጠሩ ይመስላችኋል? 
3. Eነዚህ ሴቶች ከወንዶቹ ምን ይፈልጋሉ? 
• Ñ”²w; (Ñ”²w ŸJ’ uT>ÁÑ–<ƒ Ñ”²w U” ÁÅ`ÒK<;) 
• ስጦታ;( U” KUdK?) 
• ¨<K/ድጋፍ (የምን);  
• የት/ት ውጤት? 
• K?L; 
4. መቼና የት ይገናኛሉ? 
• መቼ? 
• የት ቦታ? 
5. SËS]Á Ó”–<’~” ¾T>ðØ[¨< T” ’¨<; ¨”ዱ ¨Ãe c?ቷ; 
• ›”É ¨”É u°ÉT@ u×U ŸT>uM×ƒ c?ƒ Ò` Ó”–<’ƒ SËS` SðKÑ<” uU” 
SMŸ< ÃÑMîLM; 
• c?~  uÓ”–<’~ SeTT~” uU” SMŸ< ƒÑMéK‹; 
• ¨×ƒ c?„‹ ÃI” ScM Ó”–<’ƒ KSËS` õLÔƒ Td¾ƒ U” ÁIM ¾}KSÅ 
’¬; 
• በመሃል Aገናኝ ይኖራል; 
6. ”Ç=I ›Ã’ƒ Ó”–<’ƒ ¾kÖK c=S× ÁK¬ G<’@ U” ÃSeLM;  
• U” ›Ã’ƒ ’Ña‹” ›w[¨< Ãc^K<;  
• UÓw ›w[¬ ÃSÑvK</ለመዝናናት Aብረው ይወጣሉ<; 
•  
7. ¨c=w ¾T>ðîS< ŸJ’ u›w³—¬ uU” ¯Ã’ƒ x“ Ñ>²? ÃðîTK<; 
• ¾x¨< ›Ã’ƒ; 
• k” ¨Ãe T; 
8. ”Å=I ¯Ã’ƒ Ó”–<’ƒ KU” ÁIM Ñ>²? Ã²MnM; 
 
9. u“”} ÓUƒ ”Ç=I ¯Ã’ƒ Ó”–<’ƒ Ñ<Çƒ ¨ÃU ‹Ó` K=•[¬ Ã‹LM;  
 
• በEንዲህ Aይነት ግንኙነት ስለ ጥንቃቄ የተሞላበት  የግብረ-ስጋ ግንኙነት ማውራት 
ይቻላላል (ለምሳሌ ኮንደም መጠቀም); 
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• ከEርግዝና ጋር የተያያዙ ችግሮችስ; 
 
10. በEድሜ ከሚበልየጧቸው ምን Aይነት ወንዶች ጋር ግንኙነት ይመሰርታሉ; 
• uTI[cu< vL†¬ }kvÃ’ƒ/ue^†¬; 
• u›Kvud†¬; 
• uÉT@Á†¬; 
•  የጋብቻቸው ሁኔታ; 
 
11. uÉT@ ƒLMp ŸJ’< ¨”Ê‹ Ò` Ó”–<’ƒ ¾T>ËU\ ¨×ƒ c?„‹ስ U” ›Ã’ƒ “†¬; 
የIኮኖሚ ወይም የማህበራዊ ህወታቸው ሁኔታ;  
12. u°ÉT@ ŸTÃS×Öë†¬ ƒLMp ¨”Ê‹ Ò` Ó”–<’ƒ ÁL†¬ ¨×ƒ c?„‹ K?L u°ÉT@ 
Ÿ<Á ¾J’ነ ¾ï ’Å— Ã•^†ªM; 
 
13. Eንዲህ Aይነት ግንኑነት ያላችው ሴቶች Aጋጥመዋችሁ ያውቃሉ; 
 
14. Aንዳንድ በEድሜ የገፉ ወንዶች ለወጣት ተማሪዎች የገንዘብ ወይም ሌላ ስጦታ ወይም 
ትራንፖርት(ሊፍት) በመስጠት የግብረ-ስጋ/የወሲብ ጥያቄ ያቀርባሉ፡፡ Eንደዚህ Aይነት 
ነገር Aጋጥሟችሁ ያውቃል? 
 
               መጨረሻውስ ምን ነበር? 
 
ጊዜያችሁን ሠውታችሁ Aመለካከታችሁንና ተሞክሮAችሁን ስላካፈላችሁን Eናመሰግናለን፡፡ 
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